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r their Love to God and 
M.,an, and their reſiſting Six even unto Blood. 


„lern 
Some Reflections on the degenerate State of the pre ſent 
Members and Judicatüres of the Church of Scotland. 


To which are added, 


The Laws and insTITUTIONS of the Church concerning 
the Duties and Obligations of Miniſters, Elders, Kirk. ſeſſi- 


ons, Cc. with regard to SIN and PROFANENESS. __ 
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Advertiſement. 


11 HE following Pamphlet being juſt ſent from 
the Country to a Friend of the Author's, in 
order to reviſe and publiſh it againſt the 1oth of 
May, it was impoſſible for either the one or other 
to do ſo with that Attention they otherwiſe would 
have done; and as it was thought proper not to 
loſe Time, it is printed in haſte, and there may 
be Miſtakes in it, which otherwiſe would have 
been altered and amended, which, it is hoped, 


the Reader will look over. 
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| 
Reverend Brethren, 


E in this Church own, in our orthodox Conſeſ- 
ſion of Faith, © Thar as all Things in Scripture 
© are not alike plain in themſelves, nor alike 
J © clear unto all, ſo they are not alike impor- 
tc tant, Theſe Things which are neceſſary to 


we own, that there are ſome Circumſtances congerning 
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Iv DENDICA DION. 

« Worſhip of God, and the Governmeiſt of the Church, com- 
cc mon to human Actions and Societies, which are not clearly 
ic propounded in Scripture, and therefore muſt be ordered by 
ce the Light of Nature and Chriſtian Prudence, according to the 
ce general Rules of the Word.“ According to the Nature of theſe 
therefore all Chriſtians and Chriſtian Churches ought to pro- 
portion their Zeal in religious Matters. 

Theſe plain and great Things of God's Law, upon which the 
Glory of God, the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Salvation of im- 
mortal Souls do depend, no Miniſter or Elder can bettoo zea- 
lous to promote; and all the Wiſdom, Attention, and Authority 
of Kirk. ſeſſions, Presbyteries and General Aſſemblies, ought to be 
chiefly employed to inforce the Practice of them through the 
Nation: But, as to theſe leſſer and more doubtful Circumſtan- 
ces, Miniſters ought to form both their Sermons and Examples, 
ſo as to lead the People to Chriſtian Forbearance and Modera- 
tiqn in thgir Diſputes about them, leſt by theſe-they ſhould be 
diverted from working out their own Salvation with Fear and 
trembling, and purſuing che great Ends of the Goſpel, Which 
are Love and Holineſs. 

The infinite Miſchicts which the contrary Conduct of Chur- 
ches und Churchmen has occaſioned in the Chriſſian World, 
both Tacred and profane Hiſtory teſtify and declare. Lukewarm- 
nels and Hypocriſy in the great and eſſential Duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, and noiſy Zcal about dubious and leſs important Matters, 
has ever been the Souree of Strife, Wrath, Profanity, and De- 
ſtruction in particular Nations and Churches, and has proven 
the greateſt Oftence to the Chriſtian World. In ſome Chur- 
ches heſe drxadfut Rvils nave riferr to that Height of Wicked- 
nels, that their Members have made the Commandments of 
God himſelf of none effect by their Traditions. It is true, that 
in all Ages Men have coloured this Conduct over with Zeal for 
the Glory of God and his Church; but their Hypocriſy was.of- 
ren evident to unprejudiced Minds, and their own Practice diſ- 
covered themſelves. Their Coolneſs and Lukewarmneſs as to 
thoſe Duties Which expoſed them to Suffering, though they re- 
garded the Vitals of Chriſtianity, and their Hypocriſy and Cow- 
ardice in not ſuppreſſing the open and groſs Violations of the 
great Laws of God, eſpecially in thoſe Perſons they had a Depen- 
dence on, plainly proved their Zeal was not from Heaven; for 
amidſt all the mighiy Stir and Outcry they made about other 
Things, refuſing to do their own Duty to God, they could be- 
hold their Vows and the Commands of their God troden under 
Foot with great Calmnelſs and Tranquility, | „ 
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DEDICATION. v 
How far, Reverend Brethren, we ot the Church of Scotland 
are criminal this Way, Iwill not take upon me to ſay, but, 
with great Humility, I ſubmir this Conſideration to you. This 
I am ſure of, that a ſerious Peruſal of the Laws hereunto annex- 
ed, and an impartial View of our own Conduct, will convince 
one and all of us, that we are not intirely innocent. 

And our Guilt cannot be altogether concealed from the World 
neither, for our publick Behaviour in Church judicatures 
often openly declares it. There is no national Church in the 
World poſſeſſes ſo fully the Privileges which we do; we have 
the moſt wiſe and well adapted Laws for promoting pure and 
undefiled Religion, and for ſuppreſſing Sin. We are all under 
the moſt —— Obligations to obcy them, and we have the 
Power of holding Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to the end that thoſe 
who do not, may be impartially rebuked and cenſured; and 
had we improven theſe eminent Advantages, this Church might 
not only have been a Bleſſing to the Nation, in pertecting the 
Reformation begun by our Forefathers, but it might have been 
the Joy of the Chriſtian World: But alas, though under the 
Protection of divine Providence, and the Countenance of law. 
ful Authority, we have been allowed to meer for many Years 
in our ſupreme and ſubordinate Courts of Judicatures, yet while 


we give too much way to Heat and Diſpute about leſſer Matters, 


we forget the chief End of our coming together, and loſe our pre- 


cious Moments, without attending to the periſhing State of the 


Kingdom of God inthe Nation, or conſidering how much theſe 
ellential Laws of our Church are by ourſelves and our Mem- 
bers troden under Foot, upon the due Obſervance of which irs 
Intcreſt and Glory depends, and which tend to root out the 


Kingdom of Sin and Saran, now ſo triumphant in Scotland. 


And were this General Aſſembly to fit like Ezekiel, aſtonith- 
ed for (:ven Days at their own Management, and attend to no- 
thing, but to the molt effectual Methods how to remedy it for 
the future, in the Sight of God, Angels, and the Chriſtian World, 
they would only att a Part worthy of, and conſiſtent with them - 


ſelves, 


Whatever other Diſputes ſubſiſt in the Chriſtian World, yet 
non: diſpute the iaſinite Evil of Sin; all Churches confels, all 
Miniſters preach this Truth, and own, that for this Evil of Evils, 
God, the righteous Judge of the Univerſe, deſtroyed a whole 
World by Water, conſumed Sodom and Gomorrah by Fire, decla- 
red his Vengeance in the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and hath 
ſhewed forth the moſt dreadful ſudgments on other Nations and 


Churches for their Sins: Nay, both they and we profeſs 3 bee 
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vi DEDICATION. 
lieve, that Men and Angels are now ſuffering eternal Vengeance, 
and that the glorious Author of our Religion was crucified for 
Siu: And we are all warned of God, that we ourſelves and our 
Fellow Creatures will infallibly be made Examples to others of 
the ame divine Vengeance, if we continue guilty and impenitent. 

Therefore Lukewarmneſs, Cowardice or Hypocriſy, in the 
diſcharging of theſe Duties, which tend to ſuppreſs this Evil of 
Evils, if tolerated or connived at in any Church or Society, is 
the higheſt Contempt of the moſt high God and his Judgments, 
and tend to the utter Subverſion of his Kingdom, and is a practi- 
cal renouncing of our Faith of theſe awful Truths. 

And as it involves ourſelves in the dreadful Guilt of Treache- 
ry, and Breach of our ſolemn Engagements to God, and ſets a 
diſmal Example before Men; ſo it breaks down the Hedge about 
the Church of God, and removes the Bar fixed by the Word of 
God, againſt the Profanity and Wickedneſs of the Nation. 

We ought therefore rather to be cool and moderate, in the 
Obſervance of any of the Laws of our Church, than tolerate 
the ſmalleſt Incroachment upon thoſe which are inſtituted to re- 
ſtrain and check Sin and Profanity: And yet, however zealous 

\ we have been about other Matters, we have been here ſo crimi- 
nally lukewarm, that by an almoſt total and tolerated Suſpen- 
ſion of the holy Diſcipline of the Church, Sins condemned by 
Deiſts are connived at, the Majeſty of God is openly affronted 
by his Creatures, and the great Laws of his Kingdom are troden 
under their Feet. Sins more hainous than thoſe of Sodom, con- 
ſidering they are committed againſt the Light of the Goſpel, e- 
very where abound. Thouſands of immortal Souls are every 
Day ſwept oft Time, in this Flood of Iniquity, into eternal Mi- 
ſery, and the whole Nation and Church is expoſed to the Ven- 
geance of a holy God. And thall the Servants and Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt coolly behold theſe things? ſhall they meet in their 

Aflemblies without ſeriouſly attending to them? (hall the Laws 

of our Church, which are inſtituted on purpoſe to remedy them, 
be ſtruck out of our Mindss, and our own Obligations to exe- 
cute theſe Laws publickly violared, without either Enquiry, Cen- 
ſure or Puniſhment ? Shall the Wiſdom and Policy of the 

World, the Scotts of wicked Men, the diſobliging great Perſons, 

and the Dread of Perſecution, hinder us from doing our Duty 
any longer to God, to our Souls, to our Church, and to our 

Country? God forbid. | 

And God forbid like wiſe, Reverend Brethren, that I ſhould 
be guilty of miſrepreſentin, you or myſelf; or that any of you, 
whom 1 honour, ſhould take theſe Obſervations amiſs, or 
; | as 
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EDICATION. vii 
a5 an Intention to defame the Church, whereof I am a Mem- 
ber; 1 think L ſpeak the Words of Soberneſs and Truth, and [ 
appeal to the Word of God, the following Laws, and to your 
own Conſciences, that they are ſo. 

And nothing but Love to the Church, and Regard for its true 
Intereſt, could have obliged me to ſpeak them, or thus to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you, in behalf of your God and your Church. 
If, in any thing L have ſaid, I ſhall be found guilty of giving 
you juſt Caule of Offence, though undeſignedly, I crave your 
Forgiveneſs with the greateſt Humility. 

know many of you groan under a Senſe of thele things, and 
I hope, neither the Friendſhip nor carnal Wiſdom of Men, nor 
the Hatred and Scoffs of a World, will move you from a pear- 
ing unanimouſly tor your God, not only in this Aſſembly, but 
in your different Congregations and Flocks, Presbyteries, exc, 
againſt open Wickedneſs. ö 
As to others, many of them, I truly believe, have almoſt for. 
got that there are ſuch Laws in Force inthe Church, and there. 
Fore they are here publiſhed for their Remembrance: And as [ 
intend neither to offend, nor to inflame any Man, or any Par. 
= cy of Men; I am hopeful not one of them will take amiſs, that 
they arc entreated to do what they are obliged, and what the 
can to ſuppreſs the Evil of all Evils, SIN, under which the kart 
Janguiſheth, the whole Creation groaneth, and the wretched 
Inhabitants of Hell tremble. 

The Angels in Heaven could not employ themſelves in a Way 
more worthy of their Natures, than in conſulting the moſt pro. 
per Meaſures to reſtrain this infinite Evil; nor could they ace 
more ſuitably to their Dignity, than in a zealous Execution of 
Laws, which tend to ſuppreſs open Rebellion againſt the Al. 
mighty: And this you have an Opportunity of doing in your na. 
tional Aſſembly, and the glorious Opportunity ſure ought not to 
be loſt. : 

My Reverend Brethren, Time flies away, filent Death and eter- 
nal Vengeance approach upon Sinners, and the Judge of every Man 
Nandeth at the Door. The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand, 
even that tremenduous Day, in which the heavens ſhall paſs a- 
way with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fer. 
went heat; the earth alſo, and the works that are therein, ſhall 
be burnt up, and all that now frights or allures us from our 
Duty ſhall vaniſh as a Dream. Then all thoſe who trifle with 
Sin, or, which is the ſame thing, with theſe Duties they are o- 
bliged to perform, in order to ſuppreſs and reſtrain it, will feel 
to Eternity the Guilt of it; when that awful Sentence is execute 

upon 
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vil 
upon them, ' Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre. 
pared for the Devil and his angels; and it ſhall be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah than for them. Then all theſe Moun- 
tains of Difficulties, Men now ſuggeſt to themſelves, as Excu- 
ſes for not doing their Duty, and the whole Sum of world] 
Wiſdom, which now lulls Men afleep, and which are the Si- 
news and Strength of the Kingdom of Sin, will appear to them, 
as that curſed Cowardice and Folly, by which they eternally 
/ loſt their God, their Saviour and Heaven, and by which they 
4 only purchaſed Hell and eternal Torments, 

May the bleſſed Jeſus therefore teach all and each of us 70 
know the things that belong to our eternal peace, now in this the day 
of our merciſul viſitation; and enable us to act ſuch a Part, that 
we may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things, and to ſt and 


of Religion in this Church and Age, here preſented to the View 
of Chriſtians, may ſuitably affect all and each of them, is the 


Prayer of 


13 The Editor. 
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before the Son of Man : And that the diſmal and languiſhing State 
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they . . . | 

„„ The lively Faith of Chriſt cru- 

pe day | fa 

ei } Ccified, &c. 

ſtand ? 

State N the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, his mo- 

View ral Perfections are infinitely diſplayed ; his Love 

is the 2 | and Grace are wrote in the Blood of the Author 
3 of Nature; and his immaculate Holineſs and im- 


F * 1 partial Juſtice are engraven upon the Wounds of 

the Rock of Ages. 

> Here the Source of Love is infinitely laid open, and infinite 

Grace triumphs in ineffable Glory. The Benignity and Mercy 

of the divine Nature is here manifeſted ro be infinite, as his 

© Majeſty, and the greateſt appears to be infinitely the beſt of 
all Beings. 

That 7 knite Nature, who, at one Look, can annihilate the 
whole Creation, and, by another, can create one as much ex- 
ceeding this glorious Univerſe, as the Heaven of Heavens ex- 

cccds this Earth, and from whoſe Face both Heaven and Earth 


# 


©} ſhall fly away at the laſt Day, as unable to ſuſtain one Look of 
their Creator; this infinite and tremenduous Majeſty appears 


in all the raviſhing Glories of infinite Love and Grace in the 
HOoſpel of the Son of God. 

And as his infinite Love and Grace to Man, fo his Hatred 
and Vengeance againſt Sin or moral Evil, are here infinitely 
manifeſted: For as the Mercy and Compaſſion of the divine Na- 
ture to his loſt and miſcrable Creatures, ſo the Evil and Mali- 
gnancy of Sin are wrote in the Blood of God manifeſted in the 


7 Fleſh. 
e Vengeance againſt Sin, and Love to Man, flow equally in- 
finite through every Wound of Chriſt crucified; and every 
Chriſtian who by Faith beholds and admires the one, muſt fear 
and tremble at the other. 
The Creation is a Book wherein is written the Greatneſs, the 
| j A 3 Power, 
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Power, and Bounty of God, with ineffable Wiſdom 3 here the 


inviſible Things of God are clearly ſeen, even his eternal Pow. 


er and Godhead. ; | 


Bur, in the glorious Goſpel, the moral Perfections of the di- * 
vine Nature are as much more gloriouſſy diſplayed, as the Glo- 
ry of God himſelf, manifeſted in the Fleſh, does excel that of 


the Works of his Hands. | 


Here the original Source of all Perfection becomes himſelf a ; 


Book, and upon his own Body is written, in Wounds and Blood, 
all that Infinitude of Wonders which will diſcover God to, and 
tranſport the whole intellectual Creation to endleſs Ages. 


The incomprehenſible Treaſures of Goodneſs and Grace, | 
which were infinitely hid in God, are here laid open, and the 4 


Vail is rent which covercd the Face of the Author of Love and 


Beauty, that Angels and Men may bchold, admire and love, | 


and be filled with all the Fulneſs of God to Eternity, 

The divine PerfeRions are ſo infinitely engraven on the Word 
of this Life, that in every View Man or Angel can behold or 

confider the Goſpel, it will appear to be the Conception and 

Deſign of the eternal, and only infinitely perfect Mind. 

For as no Creature, not the higheſt Excellence in Heaven, 
can conceive, or form any Thought or Intention, but what diſ- 
covers itſelf to be finite, and as the moſt exalted Deſign of 
Goodneſs a Creature is capable of, falls as far below infinite 
Perfection, as the Creature falls below God, which is infinite- 
ly, ſo any Contrivance which bears the Seal of infinite Perfe- 
ction, which is properly the Seal of God, or in whatever De- 


ſign, Love and Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth and Wiſdom, are ma- 
nifeſted in an infinite Manner, the fame appears to be as, evi- 


dently from God, as that God is, and that he only is infinite. 


The Evidence of the Truth of che Chriſtian Religion is there- 
fore infinitely engraven upon Chriſt crucified; and every Attri- 


bute of the divine Nature, as it is ineffably manifeſted in the 


Wounds of the Son of God, ſo all the Perfections of God hete _ 
conſpire together, to hold out to Men and Angels the Divinity, 


Glory and Truth of Chriſtianity. | 


Here the Infinite acts to the higheſt Pitch (if any thing can 


be ſaid to be higheſt in that which is infinite) of Love, Grace, 
Juſtice and Holineſs; and in this Myſtery are manifeſted all the 


Wonders of an infinite God, which are to employ, tranſport, |. 


and fill the Minds of Men and Angels to Eternity, 
Infinite Majeſty is here vailed under the Form of a Servant; 
the Creator of Beauty in his Viſage is more marred than any 


Man; the Author of Life is brought to the Dult of Death; * 
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he Source of Sweetneſs and Joy expires in Agony and Tor- 
ment. Here the God of Love lays down his Lite, and is pour- 
ed forth like Water, for the Salvation of thoſe who murdered 
bim; and the agonizing Son of God bleſſes rhe Wretches who 


- 


mailed him to Death upon the Croſs, with eternal Life. 

Upon every Diſcovery of this Wonderful, is written infinite 
Love to miſerable Man, and infinite Hatred and Vengeance a- 
ainſt Sin; for Jeſus, in the higheſt Inſtance of his Love to 

an, diſplayed at the ſame time the greateſt Hatred, and ſeve- 
Feſt Vengeance againſt Sin. 

In every Wound the Author of our Religion endured, in e- 
ery Torment of his Body and Agony of his Soul, he breath- 
d infinite Love to God and Man, and eternal Wrath and Pu- 


2 niſhment againſt Sin and impenitent Sinners. 
Here all Ages, all Worlds, Heaven and Earth, Time and E- 


ternity, may behold that God is wholly, endearingly and infi- 
nitely, Love. 


| 85 Here alſo the whole intellectual Creation have a Diſcovery of 


e Malignancy and Guilt of Sin or moral Evil, infinite as the 


divine Nature, and tremenduous as the Wounds of him who 
was God as well as Man. | 


As much as the Torment and Sufferings of him who created 


Fall Things, exceed thoſe of all Creatures, ſo far does the Evil 
and Guilt of Sin appear here more dreadful, than it would have 
done in the Sacrifice of the whole Creation. 


In his own Blood therefore has Jeſus wrote this great Lel- 


4 ſon to all his Diſciples, That Love to God and Man, and Ha- 
tred of Sin, are equally to animate their Souls. 


Infinite Wiſdom has taught this, as the Sum of the Duty of 


| © Man, to all Ages, and al! Parties of Chriſtians; and as every 
Wound of their common Lord leads them to the Knowledge 


ol it, ſo every Word of his Mouth commands it. 
Jeſus commands, that every Chriſtian ſhould imitate himſelf; 


and, in his Sphere, be a common Bleſſing to all Men; and 
We that as he in his Life and Death was, ſo they ſhould be in theirs; 
+ a Demonſtration of the Truth of their Religion. a 


He commands them to love all Men, to overcome Evil by 
Good, Hatred by Love, and Curſing by Bleſſing; and to convince 
Mankind of the Truth and Divinity of their Religion, by ſhew- 


ing forth a Love which no Power, but that which is infinite, 
could create in the Heart of Man. 


And as to the Behaviour of Chriſtians among themſelves, he 
has given them the ſame Laws of Love which animate the Bleſ- 


led in Heaven, intending, as it were, by their Example and 
A 2 Love 


Love to one another, to ſhew forth a living and viſible Proof 


to the World of the Certainty and Glory of Heaven, which is 
the Land of Love and Peace. 

As to Sin, as he died to deſtroy it, ſo he expreſly commands 
every Chriſtian to die rather than commit it, and to reſiſt Sin 
even unto Blood, ſtriving againſt it. 

And the primitive Chriſtians exactly imitated the Example, 
and obeyed the Commands of the divine and holy Jeſus. 

They expreſſed, in the ſame wonderful Manner, their Love 


to God and one another, and their Hatred of Sin, as he did, 


and often wrate both in their own Blood. They ſealed their 
Love to their God and Saviour with their Blood, and hkewiſe 
often laid down their Lives for their Brethren, and with Joy en- 
dured Torment and Death rather than commir Sin. 

Upon their dying Agonies, Torments and Sufferings, with 
their Blood have they writ to all Ages their unquenchable Love 
to God and Man, and their Hatred and Revenge againſt Sin. 
Hereby Chriſtianity conquered the Wickedneſs and Prejudices 
of Infidels, and the Dzarhs of Chriſtians became the Lite and 
the Reſurrection of the Church. 

The Spirit of the bleſſed Feſus led theſe holy Men into the 
ſame Paths which he himſelf did tread, and they held forth to 
a benighted World the expreſs Image of their inviſible Lord. 
They breathed ardent Love to one another, and were united, 
as one Soul, in Love to God and Hatred of Sin. All Sects were 
captivated in'o a Beliet of the Goſpel, by that divine Goodnels 
which they diſcovered, even to their bittereſt Enemies; and 
this joined with their awful Severity againſt themſelves, their 
Contempt of all the Purſuits of a World, and the univerlal 
3 of their Manners convinced and awakened a Pagan 

'orld. | 

They, with loving and humble Hearts, looked over, and for- 
gave the Infirmities of others, while they reſiſted unto Blood 
the leaſt Appearance of Evil in themſelves. They eſteemed Con- 
tempt and Shame for the Name of Jeſus as their greateſt Ho- 
nour; and theſe Things which are now highly eſteemed a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, were an Abomination unto them, and with 
Diſdain chey laid them aſide, as Weights which retarded their 
Aſcent to Glory. | 


They preferred Poverty to Riches, Reproach to Honour, 


Torment to Pleaſure, Caves in the wild Deſart to the moſt 


ſplendid Houſes, and Death to Life, for the Love of Chriſt, ha- 


ving viewed a bleeding Jeſus and the Treaſures of his Love, and 


by Faich embraced the tranſporting God and Saviour, They 
| ö denied 
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1 denied themſelves, took up the croſs, and followed him, and for 
nis Sake poured Contempt on all the Pomp, Poſſeſſions and 


Pleaſures of a World. 


They were ſloned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
lain with the ſword, they wanadred about in ſheep seins and goat 
Skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented (of whom the world 
was not worthy ;) they wandred in deſarts and in mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth: and by a variety of inexpreſ- 
ſible Sufterings, diſplayed to Heaven and Earth, to Time and 

Eternity, their Love to God and Hatred of Sin. | 

I The ſame Mind truly appeared to be in them, which alſo was 

in Chriſt Jelus, and as Chriſt was, ſo. were they in the World. 
= TheClergy then, in all things, approved themſelyes as the 

f Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and Servants of the moſt high God, 

not by indulging themſelves in Eaſe, Sloth and Careleſneſs, or in 

{ laying up Treaſures on Earth; nor, by conſulting in the Eye of 

the World with Fleſh and Blood, and leaving undone, for fear 

of Man, any Part of their Duty plainly commanded by Almigh- 
ty God: No, they ran in their Chriſtian Race with Speed 
and Zeal, as for Eternity; they would not fo much as look at 
things ſeen, which are temporal, but preſſed, with holy Ambiti- 
on, towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. And though, in this Gantlope, the Hands of 
> all Men were lifted up againſt them, yet they meckly received 
their Strokes, and counted not their own lives dear unto them, ſo 

| that they might finiſh their courſe with joy. 

They approved themſelves as the Miniſters of God, in much 
Patience, in affliftions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, is 
+? wpriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings and in fa- 

lings. In this glorious Road ofthe ſacred Croſs, did they ſhew 
forth to their Hocks their faithful Obedience and Love to 
>. God, their Zeal for the Salvation of immortal Souls, and ardent 
I Thirſt after Glory, Honour and Immortality. 
> They did not foment Di viſions among Chriſtians, by a Spirit 
of Bigotry and blind Zeal about leſſer Matters, nor raiſed Con- 
tention and Diſcord, by Heat and Clamour concerning things 
not eſſential, but dark and doubtful, and which relate chiefly to 
what makes for the Intereſt of particular Societies and Churches. 
But the Spirit which animated theſe bleſſed Men, was peace- 
ble, gentle, and ealy to be entreated, and diſcovered itſelf by 
lureneſs, by knowledge, by long-ſuffering, by kindneſs, by love 
unſeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the 
armour of righteouſneſs, on the right hand and on the left. 
They were as deceivers and yet true, as unknown, and — 
we 
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| well known; as dying, and yet alive; as chaſined, and not hilled; 2 
as ſorrowful, yet always-rejoicing; as poor, yet making many | 


rich; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things. 
The Miniſters of Jeſus Criſt, as they were thus manifeſtly 


declared to be the Epiſtles of Chriſt, written not with Pen and 


Ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; ſo they were ſeen |; 


and read of all men; and Love to God and Man, and Hatred of 


Sin, appeared from every Act of their Miniſtry, and from every | 


Suftering they endurcd. 
Though many of them were rich, yet, from Love to a cru- 


cified Saviour, and Compaſſion to immortal Souls, they became 


poor, and preached the Golpel freely. 


They laboured, working with their own Hands; being re- 


viled, they bleſſed; being perſecuted, they ſuffercd ? being de- 


famed, they entreated; and they gloried in being made as the 


Filth ahd Off ſcouring of all things, for the Love of ſeſus, and 
the Advancement of his Kingdom, always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jeſus, and manifeſting alſo the 
Life of ſeſus, by enduring the ſame Sufferings, with che ſame 
Mceknels, Patience and Fortitude. 


An Eternity became viſible to Men, by their Contempt of all * 


things. in Time; the Joys of Heaven, by their Torments upon 
Earth; and eternal Life, hy their cruel Deaths. 

And as their Lord wrote his Love to God and Men, and his 
Hatred and Vengeance againſt Sin, in his own Blood and 
Wounds; fo they literally expreſs'd theſe alſo, in the ſame 


Manner. 


They ſtripped and denied themſelves, took up the Croſs, and 
like Pilgrims and Srangers upon Earth, they followed their glo- ir 
rious Leader; and neither tribulation, diſtreſs, perſecution, or fa- | * 
mine, or nakedneſs, or perii, or ſword, could ſeparate them from 


the love of Chriſt. | 
And this Appearance of God in Man all Se&s admired, all 


Men confeſſed, and by it Chriſtianity triumphed over a Pagan 


World. 


The whole World ſtill lieth in Wickedneſs, and the Spirit of 4 


the World now is as contrary to the Spirit of God as it was then. 

And Chriſtians, if they fully follow their glorious Leader, 
will find themſelves all engaged in the ſame Combat, and all leſs 
or more expoſed to the fame Sufterings which the primitive 


Chriſtians endured. To bear this Croſs, and to fight this Battle, ; 


all the Diſciples of Chriſt are called; eſpecially the Clergy, who 


thould be as the He- goats before the Flock; becauſe Chriſt ſuf 
f fere 
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0 ; ered for us, as well as for them, leaving us an example, b 
F ave ſhould follow his Steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. "IT 


I: is a faithful ſaying, if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo 
live with him, if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him; if we 


F "deny him, he alſo will deny us, 2 Pet. ii. 11, 12. Every one 


hriſtian muſt through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
— Acts xiv. 22. and all that will live godly in Chriſt Je- 


f ſus ſpall ſuffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 


* Chriſtians ought not here to deceive themſelves, God is not to be 
mocked; he that is to judge the Quick and the Dead has himſelf 
Jeclared again and again, that if any man will come after him, 
Se muſt deny himſelf, take up his croſs daily, and follow him, 
Tukeix. 23. He that loveth his life, or any thing that relates to 
it, more chan his Duty, ſhall loſe it; and he that hateth his 
4ife in this world ſhall keep it unto life eternal. 1 have given you 
An example, that ye ſhould do as 1 have done: werily, verily, 1 ſay 
unto you, the ſervant is not greater than his Lord, neither he that 
ii ſent greater than he that ſent him: if they have perſecuted me, 
hey will alſo perſecute you, John xii. 25. xv. 20. | 
a Nien may now give a deaf Ear to theſe Words, and preach 


that they belong not to them, but to the primitive Chriſtians; 


ut they will find, to their eternal Sorrow, that Chriſt will re- 
ct them, as his Enemies, who do not obey them. 

And if we do faithfully follow the Example of the bleſſed fe- 
ſus, and witneſs for God againſt the Wickedneſs of Men, as he 
did, this ſtrait and narrow Path will lead us to the Croſs; and 
t will be found a certain Truth, that the more exactly and per. 
fectly a Miniſter or Chriſtian copies after jeſus, the more will 
he partake of the Honours of ſuftering for him. The Croſs and 


* 


| the Crown, ſuffering for Chriſt and reigning with Chriſt, are 


ſo immutably connected, that all created Wiſdom cannot ſepa» 


rate them. 
Hence, in all Ages, all Chriſtians and Chriſtian Churches have 
bcen more or leſs Partakers of the Croſs, as they have been more 
or leſs faithful ro their God and Saviour. The more zealouſly 
and couragiouſly they attacked the Wickedneſs of the World, 


: [Hand the Kingdom of Satan, the more bitterly did the Spirit 


of the World vent its Rage and · Perſecutions againſt them. 
Chriſtians, who imagine they are not called to fight the Bat. 

tles of the living God, nor to be as zealous and faithful in doing 
their Duty to ſuppreſs and ſpoil open Wickedneſs and Impiety, 
and to overcome the World by the Word of their Teſtimony 
by faithſully witneſſing for their God, as the primitive Chriſti: 
ans were; theſe Formaliſts will never indeed meet with Suffer. 


ing, 
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ing, becauſe oy won't do their Duty: But what Troubles and | 
Sufferings they thus eſcape in Time, will prove a dreadful Cup 
to them, which they muſt drink to all Eternity. . 

If any Miniſter, or private Chriſtian, will ceaſe from regulat. 
ing his Practice by that of others, and take up the Chriftian' i 


find himſelf called to Duties, and to ee for his God in | 
a degenerate Age, which muſt and will expoſe him to the Con · 
And Profeſſors, who are Members of the Church of Scotland, 
have an evident Proof of the Truth of this, if they attend to the 
what Torment and Perſecutions, did our firſt Reformers endure? 

And not only they, but the Clergy of later Times, have ap. 
Theſe holy Men have tranſmitted to their Poſterity an Evi. 
dence, how high their Love to God and to precious Souls flam- 

againſt Sin, 
They not only were eminent Sufferers for the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
them ina World; bur with Labour and indefatigable Pains, with 2 
Impriſonments, Suffering and Death, did they purchaſe the Pri- 
Ihe Eſtabliſnment of the Church of Scotland, which in Purity 
of Doctrine, and perfect Rules for Diſcipline, equals, if not cx- 
they made for their Poſterity, at the Expence of their Lives and 4 
zealous, and ſuffered only for their Notions about leſler things, 
relating to the Form of Government and Diſcipline of the Church; 9 
heated and prepoſterous Zeal about theſe leſſer Matters. pi 
But this is a falſe and calumnious Aſperſion thrown upon theſe 
careful they were in reforming the Church of Scotland from 
many uſeleſs and unwarrantable things, ſtill retained by other 
to ſuppreſs the plain Violations of the Laws of God, and to che Dit 
riſh true and primitive Chriſtianity. the 
ment and Diſcipline and Power of the Church, was not to create Lez 
Contentions and Diviſions about thele Matters, without ever in- Go, 


Duty, as it is plainly laid down in the Word of God; he willy 
tempt, Hatred and Reſentment of the World. 
Hiſtory of their own Church. What Labour and Bloodſhed, 
proven themſelves as Miniſters of God by Sufferings. 
ed, and with what Zeal and Revenge they breathed Deſtruction | 
and for his Sake took joyfully the Lofs of all that was dear to b 
vileges we now enjoy. 
ceeds any other Church on Earth, is truly the Purchaſe which 

It is indeed true, that ſome pretend, that theſe holy Men were 1 
and many now would ſet them up as Patrons to their own over an 
holy Men, by ſome of their degenerate Poſterity: For however 
Churches, yet the Zeal of theſe bleſſed Men was chiefly directed Ac 
And the Reaſon they were ſo careful to eſtabliſh the Govern · me 

forcing Jeon 


lat 
n's? 


nd Siorcing or applying them, for the preventing of Sin and eſtabliſh* 
up 1 ng of exemplary Holineſs, the ſole End of all Church Diſcipline 
Mund Government ; but they valued theſe things only as they 


were Means for advancing the Intereſts of true Religion, and io 


root out Sin and Wickedneſs: And ſo far as they did not faith- 


vill fully improve them for that End, they conſideted them as Ta- 


lin” 
ON» · 


ts hid in the Earth, and only as Aggravarions of their Sins. 
And ſo little did thele wife and holy Men reſent Differences 
Opinion as to theſe lefſer Matters, With ſuch Wrath and 
KNoiſc as ſome do now, that wherever the living Image of their 

od and Saviour appeared, they loved it; and accordingly, af. 
ger the Revolution, they ſtill tolerated all ſuch to preach, though 
Mey were of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion. | 
And they only applied to the Patliament for the Power of 


ap · 
purging the Kirk of all inſufficient, ſcandalous and erroneous 
Evi · Fial, ; and at the ſame time they particularly declared and 
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#ctolved, in their firſt General Aſſembly, That they would de- 
yſe u Incumbent, ſimply for their Judgment anent the Govern- 
ent of the Church; and in fact, no Miniſter was depoſed there - 
or, but only for groſs Errors, or Enormities in his Life. 

They aimed not ſo much to eſtabliſn Presbytery, as by it to e. 
abliſh pure Chriſtianity; nor to root out thoſe who were their 
nemies, but thoſe who were truly the Enemies of Chriſt, by 
ſtoring a primitive Diſcipline againſt ſcandalous Perſons. 

But however they did forbear one another in Love, as to 
meſe things, about which good, wiſe and holy Men have ever 
Seen, and probably ever will be, of different Opinions; yet 
heir Zeal for the Glory of God, their Love to precious Souls, 
The Deteſtation of Sin and moral Evil, was fo illuſtrious, that 


hey appeared to have been truly animated by the ſame Spirit 


4 hich dwelt in the primitive Chriſtians. 
And theſe Men, who were thus cool and moderate in leſſer 


and more doubtful Matters, were the ſame Perſons who had 


given God, Angels and Men, a Proof of their Obedience and 
ove to Chriſt, by the Loſſes, Reproaches, Baniſhments, Im- 
riſonments and Torments they patiently endured for his Name. 
And when they enjoyed the Privilege of their Aſſemblies, 
nd other Ecclefiaſtical Courts, they knew the Value of theſe 
Advantages better, than to ſpend their precious Moments in 
Diſpute and Contention about things which tend rather to Strife 


than godly edifying: But they improved them for the Advances 
ment of the real Intereſts of Chriſtianity, and employed all their 
Zeal in uniting together, as one Soul, in Defence of the Laws of 


God, againſt the overgrown Wickednels and Profanity ofthe Na+ 
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They not only preached the infinite Evil of Sin, and the aw. 
ful Conſequences of eternal Vengeance which would accompa- 
ny it, but they convinced the World by their Actions, that they W# 
truly believed theſe Things, they fultilled their Miniſtry with 
Labours and Faſting, and Fear and trembling, and they watch. F 
ed over their different Flocks, as thole who were ſoon to an- 
{wer for every Part of their Conduct, before Men and Angels, 
to that God who had redeemed his Church with his own Blood. 
Nor did they ſtop here, but, as they feared not Angels, Men 
nor Devils, but God alone, they ventured on the Diſpleaſure of 
that Government which was their Protection, and applied to 
the King and Parliament for ſevere Laws againſt thoſe very be 4 
Things, which were then their own favourite and darling Pra. 
ctices. 3 
Nor were they refuſed them, uo, theſe holy Men ſtruck the 14 
whole Nation with Awe and Dread; Kings, Princes and Par- 4 
liaments, confeſſed publickly the Teſtimony theſe Servants of 1 
God had obtained in their Conſciences, and gave a Proof to J 
future Ages of that Homage and Reverence, which even the 
Guilty pay to ſevere and undiſſembled Goodneſs, by enafting 3 
Laws according to their Wilh, fo ſevere againſt Sin, that their © 
degenerate Sons have never dared fully to execute them. a 
And as theſe Laws were intruſted to themſelves, that is, to E 
their Miniſters and Elders, Kirk ſeſſions and Presbyteries, exc. «+» 
to execute, they thus overcame the greateſt Difficulty in the c. 
Work of Reformation, by gaining the Legiſlature on their Side. 8 
This being done, they enacted the following Laws unani- 
mouſly in their general Aſſemblies, exactly tallying with theſe > 
of the State, Laws conccived with all the Wiſdom and Pru- v. 
dence human Nature was capable of, in order to reſtore pri Ve 
mitive Diſcipline againſt open Offenders, and likewiſe to inforce P! 
and ſecure the Execution of it by them and their Poſterity. ti. 
T heir Deteſtation of, and Zeal againſt Sin, as well as Love to 
God, appear truly illuſtrious; for there is hardly any Mean f 'W 
deſtroying that Evil of Evils, enjoined by infinite Wiſdom, which fo 
they have not attended to, and applied to the different Stations AV 
and Relations of Men; andi the Acts of their Aſſemblies againſt 
Sin and Prophanity are truly a Tranſcript of the divine Law, I. 
with great Wiſdom appropriated to the different Characters of - are 
Miniſters, Elders, and other Officers of their Church, who ſtand to 
bound faithfully ro execute them, by all the awful and ſacred y Ver 
Obligations wich the moſt zealous Men could deviſe, or which 
Chriitians, Elders, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, can come under. 
It was indeed worthy of the Venerable Allemblies of thele 
Wor- 
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chat they are N 
and commanded by the plain Word of the eternal God, they 
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H worthy Men, to be _—_ careful, and eminently zealou? 


n FE 


thele Laws: For not to mention again, 
no more than an Application of the divine Laws, 


were convinced that the Glory of God, the Honour of their 
Church, the Welfare of immortal Souls, the real Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, and the Profpcrity of the Nation, depended upon a 
faithful, honeſt and impartial Execution of them. 
And they eaſily foreſaw, that if Lukewarmneſs or Deceit crept 
in amongſt them or their Poſterity here, that all their Labour 
and Zeal, and Sufferings, would be loſt, as well as the eſſenti- 
al Intereſts of Chriſtianity would be deſtroyed. | 
I here is therefore no Obligation, which the Souls and Con- 
ſciences of Men and Chriſtians can ly under, which they have 
not laid on the Miniſters, Elders and Deacons of tlie Church of 
Scotland, to carry on and complete this Reformation which 
they had begun, by an impartial and faithful Execution of thoſe 
Laws ſo long as Presbytery ſubſiſts in Scotland. 

To inforce Obedience to the Laws of God, and to ſuppreſs 
and corre& open Rebellions againſt him, is the End of all 
Church. government and Diſcipline; Epilcopals, Presbyterians 
aud Independants, all and each ot them profels this is the very 
End for which their different Churches ſubſiſt. 

Our holy Anceſtors therefore conſidered, that if their Sue- 
ceſſors were not unanimouſly faithful in their Duty againſt open 
Sin and Impicty, the very End of Presbyterian Government 
would be defcatcd. 

How ſtrict and awful are therefore the Obligations which e- 
very Probationer, before he is licenſed to preach, and which e- 
very Preacher again muſt come under, before he is ordained, to 
promote holy and primitive Chriſtianity, and to apply impar- 
tially the Diſcipline of the Church at all Hazards. 

Miniſters are obliged, as they thall anſwer to their Judge, to 
Witneſs for or againſt Elders, and Elders are bound to witneſs 


for or againſt Miniſters, how far they annually diſcharge theſe 


awful Obligations. 
And leſt a whole Kirk. ſeſſion ſhould connive at one another's 


Lukewarmneſs, and Unfaithfulneſs in theſe Things, how ſtrict 
are the Injunctions and Obligations laid upon every Presbytery 
to viſit and review annually the Records, and Behaviour of e- 


very particular Kirk ſeſſjson, and examine each Member, yea e- 


ich ven upon Oath, if need be. | 
& Hence one, amongſt many other of their Acts, runs thus: 
Kirk: ſeſſions are ordained to hold Hand to the delating, in- 


ler. 
1cle 
Or- 


eim. 
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12 | | 
"e forming againſt, and puniſhing all prophane Tran/greſſors, 1 
cc without Reſpect of Perſons, conform to the Acts of Parlia- Fi 
tc ment made in that Behalf; and that they record their Dili. 
- © gence in their Seſſion books, that the ſame may be ſeen by 
te their Presbyteries, who are hereby required to make Enqui- 7 
cc ry therein at their Viſitations. And leſt any may be found 
& backward in performing their reſpective Duties, from an Ca. 
ce willingneſs to diſpleaſe or offend Perſons of Note, who may 
& happen to bs guilty, the General Aſſembly exhorts all Mini. 
cc ſters and Elders, and all Chriſtians, to remember, that in 
cc this Matter they have to do with the great and terrible God, 
& whoſe Honour is to be preferred, and whoſe Wrath is to be 1 
& feared, before all other Conſiderations whatſoever; and that 
ce whatever Miniſter or Member of Seſſion be found faulty in ue. 
ce glecting to purjue the foreſaid Scandals in their Stations, the 
»& ſajd Miniſter or Member of Seſſion be complained of, and 
cc cenſured by the Presbytery for the firſs Fault, and that the 
ce Cenſure be recorded; and that the ſecond Negligence be dilated 
cc and cenſured by the Synod; that for the third Neglect they 
ct be cenſured by the Synod with Saſpenſion, to be recorded in 
«© rhe Synod Regiſter, exc.” . 
So that the Wiſdom of the moſt zealous and holy Men, al- 
ſiſted eminently by the Spirit of God, could not contrive flriff. * 
er Obligations to bind the Conſciences of Men, nor ordain more 
infallible Checks, in order to prevent Partiality and Cowardice * 
in the Execution of their Duty, than they have done. 1 
But theſe bleſſed and holy Men are now gone, and are never 4#/ 
to meet their Succeſſors more, till that tremenduous Moment 
when they ſhall be either Witneſſes for or againſt them at the t 
Bar of the eternal God; how far they have faithfully kept that f. 
Charge, and improven theſe eminent Privileges, which theſe ho- 
ly Men procured at ſuch Expence, and delivered unto them, 2 
the Great Judge will in that awful Day declare. | 2 
What a different Repreſentation is given to Mankind now of 8. 
the Laws and Image of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Practices of the 4 
Members of the Church of Scotland, than what either theſe ir 
Things are truly in themſelves, or what our Forefathers ſhew- 4 Q 
ed forth to a beniglted World, will obvioufly appear to & 41 
very unprejudiced Mind. All the contending Parties indeed th 
preach and profeſs Allegiance to the ſame crucified Saviour, Ju 
and the fame lively Hope of immortal Glory through him, and 
they all pretend to hold forth the ſame Word of Life to the 
World which theſe Cloud of Witneſſes did. 4 
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E 
But this Word of Life, and the Image of this erucified Jeſus 
can be but darkly read from their Practice. 

To take up the Croſs, and to deny themſelves, to deſpiſe all 
things for the love of Jeſus, to love one another and to hate Sin, 
u- and mortify it in themſelves and ſuppreſs it in others, they all 
nd vo as well as profeſs. 5 

ö And beſides the particular Obligations above mentioned, ly- 
ay ing upon Miniſters and Elders, they, as well as private Chriſti» 


nt ans, /wear to be faithſul in theſe Things every Time they par- 
in tanke of the holy Sacrament. 

od, As they confeſs publickly before a World, that their God and 
be Saviour wrote upon his Agony, in his own Blood, his Love to 


hat them, and his Hatred of Sin, ſo they all ſwear in the Memori- 
ne · al of this tranſporting Myſtery, that they will faithfully imitate 
the his Example, and facrifice their Lives and their All to teſtify 
nd their Love to him, and to advance his Intereſt and Kingdom. 
the Ihe God of Love, in this tremenduous Ordinance, opens up 
ted P's own Wounds to hide every true Penitent from Almighty 
Vengeance, and ſhews Chriſtians now, as well. as formerly, all 
Lin that can fire the Soul of Man or Angel with Love to God and 
Man, and Hatred of Sin. 
al. How a Saviour bled and died for the Chriſtian is here viſibly 
if. diſplayed, and all that is endearing in Feſ#s is ſcaled to him as 
ore his own for ever. 
lie And infinite Wiſdom ſhines in this Myſtery, not only in lay- 
ing open to his View, and applying to his Soul, all theſe Trea« 
ver fures of infinite Love which conquered the Souls of the primitive 
ent Chriſtians; but further, every Communicant is brought under 
the the ſame tremenduous Obligation to reſiſt Sin even unto Blood, 
hat {ſtriving againſt it. 
ho · Here all Chriſtians vow, by all that is awful and endearing in 
em, 2 crucified Jeſus, to love him, and one another, for his ſake, 
and to purſue sin with Deſtruction, as the Murderer of their 
7 of _ © Saviour and their Souls. 
the . And in theſe Eſſential: of our holy Religion all the contend- 
neſe ing Parties are agreed, and with one Voice they own, that their 
ew. Obligations to love God and Man, and to hate and deſtroy Sin, 
oe. are as plain as the Words of infinite Wiſdom, and as awful as 
lecd the moſt tremenduous Vows, or the Authority of their God and 
bur, Judge can make them. 
and; Though we are otherwiſe unhappily divided, yet I know none 
the of the contending Parties, I ſay, but what own, that their Ob- 
Aigations to theſe Things are as great, as thoſe of the primitive 
But Chriſtians; and none of them deny, that they are called to wit- 
neſs 
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( 14 ) M 
neſs to Men and Angels, and to Heaven and Earth, their Tove 
to 4 cruciſied Jeſus, by paticntly enduring all that the Wrath of P 
Men and Devils can infli& upon them in the Way of their Duty. 
Chriſtians now preach, and profeſs, and vow theſe Things, 
as well as the primitive Chriſtians, and their Duty is as plainly * 
taught them now as it was then: Love to the bleſſed God; 
the higheſt Eſteem for the Redeemer ; ardent Thirſt after the 
“ Happineſs of all Men; the doing Good for Evil, and loving 
< their bittereſt Enemies; the hating, reſiſting, and ſuppreſſing 
Sin, even with the Loſs of their Lives and ſhedding of their 
« Blood; the humble and meck taking up the Croſs of Jeſus, 
c“ and carrying it, and Readineſs to ſuffer all Things for his 
« Name's fake; Mortification and Contempt of the World; the 
& forbearing, forgiving one another in Love.” And other Lef- 
ſons which the primitive Chriſtians not only taught but practi- 


* 1 


| fed, are every Day preached in Scotland. 


And as to what Things are ſinful, and expreſs Violations of 
the Laws of God, and therefore are to be the immutable Ob- 
jets of Chriſtian Hatred and Reſentment, they are all agreed 
about them lileꝛuiſe; at leaſt thus far they are agreed, that the 
open affronting of the Majeſty of God, contemning both his 
Mercy and his Judgments, arrant Hypocriſy in his Worſhip, In- 
gratitude, and open Diſobedience to the Redeemer; ſetting at 
nought his Grace and Goſpel, and not bringing forth Fruits 
worthy of it; reſiſting and rejecting the Holy Spirit in his Ope- 
rations, Influences and Commands, and bringing forth Fruits 
to the Devil and the Fleth, ſuch as, Unrighteou/neſs, Fornica- 
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tion, Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, Envy, Murder, 
Debate, Deceit, Malignity, are great Sins; and that the de- 
ſpiteful, proud, Boaſters, Inventors of evil Things, diſobedient 16 l 
Parents, Covenant-breakers, without natural Affection, impla»- _ 
cable, unmerciſul, Rom. i. 29. Idolaters, Adulterers, effexyi- "2 


nate, Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, Thieves, Drunkards, 


Revilers, Extortioners, Swearers and proſaners of the Name of , 
God, Liars, Sabbath-breakers, perjured Perſons, the fearful and i 
the unbelieving, Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lovers of God, «© 
Hypocrites, Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God is their | 
Belly, whoſe Glory is their Shame, who mind earthly Things, 
Lovers of the World, Lovers of their own ſelves, Perſons who *® 
fear Man more than God, and who are falſe to God and Man, 
exc. are plain Tranſgreſſors of God's Law. 2 
I ſay, Chriſtians of all Sects and Parties own, that theſe Things 
are Sins, and ſuch who commit them are Sinners. Profeſſors 


of every Perſuaſion own, that the God they adore is * / 
. 8 "1. 


5 
* . 


. ä 15 
ve and provoked, and his Laws troden under Foot by ſuch Practi- 
of Mees; and all Churches profeſs to faſt, mourn, and humble them- 
y. lelves before Almighty God for theſe Evils eſpecially, as the eer- 


rs, © rain and plain Tranſgreſlions of the Law of their God, the pro- 
ly © curing Caules of all the Miſeries which are inflicted on Men, on 
i; © Nations, and on the Church, in Time and Eternity. | 

he And while we in this Church confeſs and lament over our 
g own Hypocriſy, and Lukewarmneſs in our Duty to God as to 
1g theſe Evils, with uplifted Hands, we renew our Vows, and Mi- 
IC piſters, Elders and Chriſtians, (wear over the bleeding Wounds 
is, Hof their Saviour, to perform the Duties of their ſeveral Stations, 
nis and more faithfully to exert themſelves to the uttermoſt in root- 
he ing out and reſtraining them amongſt themſelves and others. 


cf: - Thus far all the different Parties of the Church are united; 
ti» yea further they own and acknowledge, that the very End for 

which the Government and Diſcipline of the Church is ordain- 
of ed by God, and intruſted ro Men, is, © That, by the faithful 
b- 4 and impartial Exerciſe thereof, Perſons guilty of ſuch Pra- 
ed „ ctices may be reclaimed and gained, that others may be de- 
he „ zerred from Sin, and the impenitently guilty cut off from the 
is e Body of Chriſt, that the Chriſtian Church may be purged of 
n- the Leaven of Sin, which might infect the whole Lump; that 


at e the Honour of Chriſt, and the holy Proteſſion of the Goſpel 
its e might be kept up and vindicated, and the Vengeance and Wrath 
Ce , God prevented, which might juſtly fall upon his Church, 
its e if his Servants ſhould ſuffer his Laws, his Covenant, and the 
as - I Seals thereof, to be profaned by notorious Offenders.” 


„ > That theſe are the Ends of all Church Government and Diſci- 
4e. une all Parties of Presbyterians own in the Confeſſion of their 
160 Laith. 
44. And they all muſt be convinced, that if Miniſters and Elders 
i- axe unfaithtul in the Diſcharge of the Duties incumbent upon 
1, them before mentioned, theſe Ends cannot poſſibly be attained. 
F And laſtly, they hold in the Confeſſion of their Faith, which 
ad is adhered to by all Parties, « That though theſe Things that 
d, are neceſſary to be believed, known and obſerved for Salvati- 
cir e on, arc fo clearly propounded and opened in Scripture, that. 
753 not only the learned, but the unlearned may attain unto aſuf- 
ho ** ficient Underſtanding of them; yet there are ſome Circum- 
n, e ſtances concerning the Werſhip of God, and Government of 
+ the Church, common to human Actions and Societies, which 


os are to be ordered by the Light of Nature, and Chriſtian Pru- 
rs F< dence, according to the general Rulcs of the Word, which 
ed L are to be obſeryed,” £ 

nd ; And 
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blaſpheme the Name of Jeſus, upon the account of the Condud 


16 


And that as all Things in Scripture are not alike important, 
nor alite plain, nor alike clear to all, ſo conſequently there 
ought to be Charity and Forbearance exerciſed amongſt Chri- 
ſtians as to theſe leſſer and more doubtful Matters. : 

Thus we have ſhortly traced the Doctrine and Practice of the 


* 


* 


divine Author of our Religion, and ſhown how fully the primi. 


tive Chriftians conformed themſelves to both, and likewiſe how! 
our holy Forefathers imitated the primitive Chriſtians ; and fur. 
ther, how far Presbyterians, however otherwiſe unhappily di. 

vided, do ſtill agree in the Profeſſion of the ſame Divine Truths, 

with theſe Cloud of Witneſſes, and in owning the ſame ſacred 

Obligations to practiſe them, 

I have the higheſt Veneration for the preſent Reverend and 
worthy Clcrgy of the different Parties of the Church of Scor- ; 
land; I intend not by this humble Application and Appeal to 
their Conlciences to offend, much leſs to expoſe any of them: 
But I cannor he!p intreating all and each of them, to compare 
the diſmal State of Chriſtianity in tis Age, with that of former 
Times. | 
ln fo much that one would be apt to imagine, from the Pra. 
ctices of many, that we ſerved another God, were the Follow. 
ers of another Jeſus, and had brought in another Goſpel into the. 
Nation than the Goſpel of Chriſt. 2X 

I will not load is Party or that Party of the Church, far leß 
this or that Man; but this [ am ſure of, that all Parties, and all © 
Men have, leſs or more, had a hand in the dreadful Guilt. : 

The Church of Scotland has not only revolted from her ow» * 
Laus, but from the eſſential Laws of God himſelf, and the R.. 
preſentation of Chriſt in his Image, which is made by the great.. 
eſt Part of Profeilors now, is as contrary to himſelf and primi. 
tive Chriſtianity. as Darkneſs is to Light, or Hatred to Love. 

Deiſts and Infidels glory and triumph over Chriſtianity, and 


of Chriſtians in this Age; and Hypocrites and Worldlings arc 
hardned in their Guilt, both by the Example of ſome Miniſters,” 
and the total Suſpenſion of Church Diſcipline againſt groſs Sin 
and Wickedneſs. 1 
Inſtead of Love, Unanimity and Peace, how does Contention, q 


Hatred and Diviſion abound ? Inſtead of Contempt of ih: 8 
World, and chearful ſuffering the greateſt Loſs for the Love «! © . 
Jeſus, how are Chriſtians ſunk in and entirely conformed to Þ 
the World, and 'tis a Sort of Oddity and Diſtraction reckoned, x 


for a Miniſter to lufter the Wrath of Man, in doing his Duty « 
gainft Sin. ps q 
| Men 
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Mien ate become wiſe and prudent, and think to ſetve both 

cod and Mammon, and ſeem reſolved to take all the Comforts 
. this World will afford, however they fare in another. 

”” To contemn Riches, to ſuffer in our Eſtate, to diſſent from 

the our Party, or to loſe a Poſt, to ſuffer the Lathes of Tongues, ot 

mi · the ſpitcful Diſdain and Wonder of the wicked; to encounter 
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o the Wrath of the haughty, and ſuffer the Contempt of the 
fur. World from a Principle of Conſcience; or, in ſhort, to do an 

di. Duty, which ſhews we are dead to the World and crucified with 
ths, Thriſt, and that we do deny ourſelves, take up the Croſs, and 
red Follow him, is ſufficient ro make a Churchman ridiculous, and 


Fo appear wrong in the Head, in this degenerate Age. 

And yet this Church has enjoyed all the Advantages which e- 
ot: ver a Church under Heaven pollefſed, for thele many Years by- 
to paſt. She has had the full Exerciſe of Church Government and 
Diſcipline, and the Privilege of meeting in het ſeveral Church 
Judicatories and General Aſſemblies, under the Countenance of 


are 

ner fawful Authority: Bleſſings which no other Church under Hca- 
ven has poſſeſſed more fully. | 

Ya 3 And thus the has enjoyed the moſt glorious Opportunities of 

w-. fulfilling the ſacred Obligations her Members ly under, in ſup- 


preſſing Sin and Impiety, and propagating the Intereſts of pri- 
mitive and true Chriſtianity throughout the whole Nation, and 
thereby perfecting the Reformation begun by her Anceſtors. 

She has been, like Capernaum, cxalted unto Heaven, and ir 


4 Wo | | 
will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for her, if 

un ſhe has not improven thoſe diſtinguiſhing Mercies. 

z hut her long Tranquillity has lull'd her aſleep in Security, ſo 


that inſtead of carrying on and perfecting that Reformation which 
„Was begun by her Anceſtors, and faithfully executing theſe 
Laus hereto annexed, upon which it depended, her Members 
have caſt them behind their Backs, and rendred them of little 
4 further Uſe, than as an Aggravation of their Guile. | 
„ For as the Girdle cleaveth to the Loins of a Man, ſo God 
© cauſed to cleave unto him'the whole Church of Scotland, that 
sin © they might be to him for a People, and for a Name, and 
for a Praiſe, and for a Glory: But they would not hear.“ 
on, 4 They found, that the faithful Execution of theſe Laws againſt 
bh: Sin, and the impartial Application of the Diſcipline. of the 
Church againſt Offenders, would neceſſarily expoſe them tothe 
(o II · will, Reſentment and Perſecution of Men, eſpecially of thoſe 
aon whom they had a Dependence; and for fear of ſuftering, 
they (acrificed the Caule of 2 in a great Meaſure, * the 
| : cace 


* 
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And that as all Things in Scripture are not alike important, 
nor alike plain, nor alike clear to all, ſo conſequently there 
ought to be Charity and Forbearance exerciſed amongſt Chri- 
ſtians as to theſe leſſer and more doubtful Matters. 

Thus we have ſhortly traced the Doctrine and Practice of the 
divine Author of our Religion, and ſhown how fully the primi- 
zive Chriftians conformed themſelves to both, and likewiſe how 
our holy Forefathers imitated the primitive Chriſtians; and fur- 
ther, how far Presbyterians, however otherwiſe unhappily di- 
vided, do ftill agree in the Profeſſion of the ſame Divine Truths, 
with theſe Cloud of Witneſſes, and in owning the ſame ſacred 
Obligations to practiſe them. 

I have the higheſt Veneration for the preſent Reverend and 

worthy Clergy of the different Parties of the Church of Scot- 
land ; I intend not by this humble Application and Appeal to 
their Conſciences to offend, much leſs to expoſe any of them: 
But I cannot help intreating all and each of them, to compare 
the diſmal State of Chriſtianity in his Age, with that of former 
Times. 
In fo much that one would be apt to imagine, from the Pra- 
ctices of many, that we ſerved another God, were the Follow- 
ers of another Jeſus, and had brought in another Goſpel into the 
Nation than the Golpel of Chriſt. 

I will not load is Party or that Party of the Church, far leſs 
this or that Man; but this | am ſure of, that all Parties, and all 
Men have, leſs or more, had a hand in the dreadful Guilr. 

The Church of Scotland has not only revolted from her ow 
Laus, but from the eſſential Laws of God himſelf, and the Re- 
preſentation of Chriſt in his Image, which is made by the great- 
eſt Part of Profellors now, is as contrary to himſelf and primi- 
tive Chriſtianity. as Darkneſs is to Light, or Hatred to Love. 


Deiſts and Infidels glory and triumph over Chriſtianity, and . 


blaſpheme the Name of ſeſus, upon the account of the Condu# 
hriſtians in this Age; and Hypocrites and Worldlings are 


ickedneſs. 


World, 


Inſtead of Love, Unanimity and Peace, how does Contention, 
Hatred and Diviſion abouſd? Inſtead of Contempt of the | 
chearful ſuffering the greateſt Loſs for the Love of 


rdned in their Guilt, both by the Example of ſome Miniſters, i 
d the total Suſpenſion of Church Diſcipline againſt groſs Sin 


eſus, how are Chriſtians ſunk in and entirely conformed to 
the World, and 'tis a Sort of Oddity and Diſtraction reckoned, 


for a Miniſter to ſuſter the Wrath of Man, in doing his Duty a- 
gainſt Sin. 0 | | 
: | Men 
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Men are become wiſe and prudent, and think to ſerve both 
God and Mammon, and ſcem reſolved to take all the Comforts 
this World will afford, however they fare in another. 

To contemn Riches, to ſuffer in our Eſtate, to diſſent from 
our Party, or to loſe a Poſt, to ſuffer the Lathes of Tongues, ot 
the ſpitcful Diſdain and Wonder of the wicked; to encounter 
the Wrath of the haughty, and ſufter the Contempt of the 
World from a Principle of Conſcience; or, in ſhort, to do an 
Duty, which ſhews we are dead to the World and crucified with 
Chriſt, and that we do deny ourſelves, take up the Croſs, and 
follow him, is ſufficient ro make a Churchman ridiculous, and 
to appcar wrong in the Head, in this degenerate Age. 

And yet this Church has enjoyed all-the Advantages which e- 
ver a Church under Heaven poſſeſſed, for thele many Years by- 
paſt. She has had the full Exerciſe of Church Government and 
Diſcipline, and the Privilege of meeting in her ſeveral Church 

Judicatories and General Aſſemblies, under the Countcnance of 
lawful Authority: Bleſſings which no other Church under Hea- 
ven has poſſefled more fully. 

And thus ſhe has enjoyed the moſt glorious Opportunities of 
fulfilling the ſacred Obligations her Members ly under, in ſup- 
preſſing Sin and Impiety, and propagating the Intereſts of pri= 
mitive and true Chriſtianity throughout the whole Nation, and 
thereby perfecting the Reformation begun by her Anceſtors. 

She has been, like Capernaum, exalted unto Heaven, and it 
will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for her, if 

ſhe has not improven thoſe diſtinguiſhing Mercies. 

But her long Tranquillity has lull'd her afleep in Security, fo 
that inſtead of carrying on and perfecting that Reformation which 
was begun by her Anceſtors, and faithfully executing theſe 
Laws hereto annexed, upon Which it depended, her Members 
have caſt them behind their Backs, and rendred them of little 
further Uſe, than as an Aggravation of their Guilt. | 

© For as the Girdle cleaveth to the Loins of a Man, ſo God 
£ cauſed to cleave unto him'the whole Church of Scotland, that 
© they might be to him for a People, and for a Name, and 
& for a Praiſe, and for a Glory: But they would not hear.” 

They found, that the faithful Execution of theſe Laws againſt 
Sin, and the impartial Application of the Diſcipline. of the 
Church againſt Offenders, would neceſſarily expoſe them to the 
III. will, Reſentment and Perſecution of Men, eſpecially of thoſe 
on whom they had a Dependence; and for fear of ſuftering, 
they facrificed the Caule of I in a great Meaſure, wy the 
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Peace of their own Conſciences, to their preſent Freedom from 
thoſe Evils. | 

Theſe Laws, they ſaw, for certain would involve them in 
Tribulation in the World, and immcdiately call them to bear 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and to combat with the Wickednels of Men 
and they hearkned to the Dictates of Fleſh and Blood, and turn- 
ed very much remiſs in the Execution of them. : 

By their ſecking to pleaſe Men, they admitted many into the 
higheſt Offices of Truſt in the Church, who had little more to 
recommend them, than their Power and Eſtate in the World; 
and theſe, by their worldly Wiſdom and Reaſonings, ſubverted 
Numbers trom the Simplicity which is in Chriſt, and attempted 
to make their General Aſſemblies Tools to advance the Politicks 
of the State. 

Theſe Men, though admitted as Elders of the Church, and 
under the moſt ſacred Obligations to perform the Duties of that 
important Office, and who were obliged not only ro watch o- 
ver their own Souls, but over the Converſations and Lives of 
others, as they who were to give an Account to that God, who 
acceptcth not the Perſon of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich 
more than the Poor: Yer they were fo far from being Watch- 
men over othets, that many of them needed Watchmen them» 
ſelves. 

They procured themſelves to be made Elders, that they might 
advance their own Power and Intereſt ina World; and Miniſters 

rocured them to be made ſo, for the ſame carnal Reaſons. 

And though the moſt of them concealed their Aims, under 
the Pretence of great Zeal for God, and for the Peace and Secu- 
rity of the Church; yet ſome of them, by their publick Ap- 
pearances, diſcovered plainly their Deſigns, and great Numbers 
of them all, by their Unfaithfulneſs in their Office, and the dil- 


couragement they gave to others in the ſuppreſſing of Sin and Im- 


piety, rendred the Government and Diſcipline of the Church 
of little or no effect, as to the true Ends of them. 

Miniſters who had, in order to recommend themſelves and 
Families to thele Men of the World, admitted them as Elders in 
the Church of God, for the ſame worldly Ends did not rebuke 
nor cen{ure, and delate them for their Conduct; by which 
Means there was a Stop put to the impartial Exerciſe of the Dil> 
cipline of the Church, and the Miniſters themſelves were ren. 
dred contemptible in the Eyes of Men. 

For when Men found, that Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt could be 
thus partial, and durſt proſtitute the things of God to the Wills 
and Inclinattoas of worldly Men, and connive at the me of 
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19 
their betters, while they pretended great Zeal againſt the Mil- 
carriages of the meaner Sort of People: This deceitful dealing 
with the Almighty rendred their ſacred Characters, their Ad- 
monitions and their Cenſures, deſpiſed by Numbers of their 
Flocks. 

And notwithſtanding that ſome Miniſters were ſo guilty, tliat 
they not only connived at open Sins in great Perſonages in their 
Congregation, but even ventured to proſtitute the Symbols of 

the Body and Blood of the Son of God to ſuch at the Sacra- 
| ment; thereby removing that awful Separation Which the great 
| God has immutably ſettled in his Word by that tremenduous 
| ': Ordinance. | 

Yer theſe, and other Miſcarriages of Miniſters, which ſtrike 


\  _— 


at the Root and Vitals of Chriſtianity itſelf, became very gene- 
| | ral, inſomuch that Presbyteries, though they were obliged to be 
t + diligent and careful in viſiting every Year each Pariſh within 
- their Bounds, and to make Trial with the greateſt Accuracy at 
f ſuch Viſitations, of the Behaviour of the Miniſter in his Cal- 


0 ling and Converſation with reſpect to theſe things; and that 
h the Elders, one by one, (the reſt being removed) ſhould be 
called and examined upon Oath concerning the ſame; and like- 
1» _ Wiſe that ſtri& Enquiry ſhould be made concerning the Con- 

duct of Elders in their Station: Yet the Miniſters and Members 
it of thoſe Presbyteries ſeem not ar all to have executed this Truſt 


> For though Miniſters did diſſemble at the Sins of great Per- 
xx ſons in their Congregations, and, for Flattery or for Fear, did not 
1- ©: depoſe them from being Elders, nor execute the Laws againſt 
p- their Sins, though they received the clean and the unclean into 
rs the moſt holy Myſteries of our Faith, and though both Mini- 
iſ- ſters and Elders not only refuſed to exerciſe Diſcipline againſt ly» 
n- ing, ſlandering, back-biting and breaking of Promiſes, as they 
ch are commanded ; but they did not ſo much as exerciſe it againſt 

the Elders, who negle&ed the Worſhip of God in their Fami- 
ad lies; nor againſt others, who were guilty of Sabbath breaking, 
in Perjury, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Theft, and other grols Sins. 
ke Nor did they inform againſt ſuch, and apply to the Civil 
ch Magiſtrate, for the Execution of the Laws againſt them, though 
bil- the Elders did not viſit the Families within their Bounds, nor 
en⸗ Watch over their Lives and Converſations, as was their evident 

Duty; and though both Miniſters and E!ders were cool and 
be lukewarm in proſecuting, informing againſt and puniſhing all 
ills rofane Tranſgreſſors, without Reſpect of Perſons, nor did re- 
of ord their Diligence herein in their Seſſion Books, 
cir 6 C2 Let 


ff: 
rs Ke they ought to have done. 
; 


Yet notwithſtanding of theſe Violations of their own Vowsz 
as well as of the Laws of God, and that they were liable to 
Cenſure, and even Suſpenſion by the Presbytery from their Mi- 
niſtry and Elderſhip upon the Account of them, it is very plain, 
that the Majority of moſt Presbyteries were ſo criminally guil- 
ty chemſelres, that few of them did their Duty againſt ſuch 
Tranſgreſſors at their annual Viſitations. 

And what is ſtill more ſhocking, though for far leſs Matters, 
we find all and cach of them very ready to lodge Appeals from 
the Presbytery to the Synod, yet we do not find that they trou- 
bled much the Synod for Redrefs of theſe Evils which ſtruck at 
the Deſtruction of true Chriſtianity, and at the Subverſion of 
the Laws of God, to vindicate which both Synods and Presby- 
teries were appointed. _ 

So thar this general Corruption, and Connivance at Sin, which 
hath rendred the Church of Scotland a Scandal to what ſhe for- 
merly was, as well as a Stumbling-block to Deiſts and Infidels, 
hath leavened the whole Lump, and hath ſpread itſof from 
Kirk ſeſſions to Presbyteries, from Presbyteries to Synods, and 
from Synods to General Aſſemblies. 

And the Church of Scotland has met in theſe different Courts, 
for many Years, without duly attending to theſe heinous Evils, 
as they deſerve, or doing any thing effectually to redreſs them 
but her and her Members ſeem to * aſleep, when, by this ge- 


neral Corruption in the Things of God, the Practice of primi- 


tive Chriſtianity is ſtruck out of the Sight of Men, the End of 
all Church Government and Diſcipline defcated, open and groſs 
Sins, unworthy of, and condemned by Deiſts, tolerated, the 
Laws of the eternal God troden under Foot, and very little of 
the Power and Life of Religion appears. 
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And we now ſce only the Remains and awful Ruins of that 
glorious Reformation, which our blcfled and zealous Forefa- 
thers founded in their Lives and Blood, and which they carried 
on with a Spirit becoming Men, who believed the Author of Na- 


ture was crucified, and eternal Vengeance is inflicted on im- 
mortal Souls for Sin. P | 

I fay, we ean only read theſe awfu! Ruins wrote upon the 
Laws of the then Church and State, ſome of which are hereun- 
to annexed; in theſe we may read their Zeal for, as well as 
Love to God and Hatred of Sin, and, at the ſame rime, our 


own Falſhood, Hypocriſy, and Contempt of God, in not obey- 


ing them. 


Had we been true to our God, and wiſe for ourſelves, and} 


improven thoſe bleſſed Opportunities, and that happy Power 
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intruſted to this Church by God, and thereby carried on this 
Work of Reformation, how happy a Nation would Scotland 
have been at this Day! what glorious Things might have been 
ſpoken of our Zion! and what a World of Guilt might have 
been prevented! Guilt of ſuch a criminal Nature, as, without 
Repentance, muſt ſink this Church, and the Members thereof, 
ſevenfold more into Hell than others! 

And we ſeem to be ripe for a Stroke; for ſpiritual Death, De- 
luſion and Security ſeems to *%ave taken hold of the moſt of us, 
and theſe dreadful Judgments are ever the Forerunners of eternal 
Vengeance. A zealous Profeſſor for Presbytery, and perhaps 
an Elder, will here probably ſtep in, and fav, | am an Accuſer 
of the Brethren, and an Enemy to the Church of God; bur, 
God knows, [ love the Brethren, and, through his Grace, could 
lay down my Life for the Intereſt of the Church of God. | 

{ ſball, for ſuch an one's Conviction, ask him one Queſtion, 
If a reaſonable Creature take upon him a ſacred Office, and pro- 
mile to the eternal God, that he will faithfully execute all the 
Duties of it at all Hazards, and in Fact and Truth does not do fo, 
J appeal to the Word of God, to the Reaſon of Men, and unto 
this Zealot's own Conſcience, if this Neglect be not Perjury, 
and Perjury of the deepeſt Dye, as it is the Breach of an Oath 
and Vow to God, relating to a Duty which concerns his own 
Glory. | 

Now it is plain, from the ſecond Book of Diſcipline of this 
Church, 

That the Elders Office is, as well ſeverally as conjunctly, 
ce to watch diligently upon the Flock committed to their Charge, 
de both publickly and privatcly, that no Corruption of Religi- 
© on or Manners enter therein. 

& As the Paſtors and Doctors ſhould be diligent in teaching, 
cc and ſowing the Seed of the Word, fo the Elders ſhould be 
« careful in ſecking the Fruit of the ſame in the People. 

cet appertains to them to aſſiſt the Paſtor in Examination 
- of _ that come to the Lord's Table. Item, In viſiting the 

ge 

& They ſhould cauſe the Acts of Aſſemblies, as well particu- 
& lar as general, to be put in Execution carefully. 

They ſhould be diligent in admoniſhing all Men of their 
&© Duty, according to the Rule of the Evangel. Things that 
& they cannot correct by private Admonitions, they ſhould bring 
ce to the Aſſembly of the Elderſhip.“ 

If therefore you are not to violate an Oath, though made a- 
gainſt your own Intereſt, and that to Hereticks, how deeply muſt 

you 
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you be involved in Guilt, if you have neglected to perform theſe 
Duties, which, as an Elder, you have promiſed before Men and 
Angels to perform to God; and conſider ſeriouſly, if ail your 
Zeal about other Things will make an Atonement for your not 
faithfully diſcharging this ſacred Office, 

Perhaps this Man may anſwer, That if he were to do fo, he 
would act a Part which no otber Elder does, and that he would 
expoſe himſelf to the Laughter of Mankind, and People would 
think him diſtracted: But alas, this Anſwer only expoſes the 
dreadful Corruptions of the preſent Church, and 1s no Excuſe 
for Preyarications with God; and, I am certain, tho' it may 
Jull Men afleep now, yet, in the Hour of Death, and in the 
tremenduous Moment of judgment, it will not excuſe them 
before their Judge. If a Man has promiſed to do any Duty to 
the moſt high God, it will be no Excuſc for his Neglect, tho? 
not one ſingle Man on Earth do fo, and tho” all Mankind ſhould 


xeckon him mad, and put him into Bedlam for doing it. 


The Office of an Elder is ſacred in the Church of God, and, 
if faithfully exerciſed, anſwers the noble Ends of the Glory of 
God and the Good of Mankind, and the Exerciſe of it is not be- 
low the higheſt rational Creature; and the awful Duties incum- 
bent on Elders are not to be negleRed, for all that the Fury of 
Devils and Men can infli&, 

Men are not obliged to take this Office upon them, and ſure 
every true Chriſtian will be cautious how he bind his Soul with 
a Bond; but after he is ordained, he has opened his Mouth to 
God, and he cannot go back. If he does, it is with the Guile 
of Falſhood to God, and at the Risk of eternal Vengeance. 

It is certain, that even Deiſts and Pagans will riſe up in Judge 
ment againſt us; for they condemned their Votaries for the 
ſmalleſt Deviation from, or Breach of their Promiſcs to Man, 
much more to their Gods: Bur in this Age we are arrived at ſuch 


2 Height of unparallelled Wickedneſs, that ſome not only tram- 


ple under their Feet their own Vows to God, but ridicule thoſe 
who ſhew any Inclination to fulfil them. _ 
The Prieſts of Jupiter, Bacchus, and other Pagan Deities, 


were condemned to the ſevereſt Tortures and immediate Death, 
for the ſmalleſt Deviation from, or Neglect of their Duty to 


their Gods; and every Perſon who officiated in their Temples 
religiouſly performed their Parts, under the higheſt Penalties; 
and ſhall we ſuppoſe that Chriſtians owe not the ſame Venerati- 
on to the true and living God, or that his ſacred Temple is to be 
allowed to be profancd by the Officers thereof, in a Manner 
which Heathens would not tolcrate in their idolatrous vo 
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The Chriſtian Church is the ſacred Temple of the living God, 
and the viſible Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; unto this is 
committed the Miniſtry, Oracles and Ordinances of the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and every Office in it is ſacred to the Honour of 
infinite Majeſty : By the religious and due Pertormance of theſe 
ſacred Offices, that Honour and Worthip which is due to the 
molt High by his Creatures, and that Regard, Love and Vene- 
ration Chriſtians owe to the Author of their Salvation, and the 
Truth of his Religion, are held forth ro a World. | 
And in whatever Church Men who, upon their Vows to be 
faithful, are admitted into theſe ſacred Offices, and do either 
tile with, or neglect to perform their Vows and their Duty, 
they thereby 1 the Church of God, and render it con- 
ſtemptible, and do what they can to eraze the Impreſſions of a 
' + God, or the Worſhip due him, out of the Minds of Men. 
| © And if this Negligence and Contempt be thown to the eſſen- 
tial Laws of his Kingdom, and thele which immediately ſup- 
, port the Authority and Glory of God, and which tend ro the 
J Good of Man, ſuch Practices are ſubverſive of all that is holy, 
- ſacred and uſeful in the Church or Religion of Chriſt. 
Ihe higheſt Honour and Exaltation of a Creature conſiſts in 
f - ſerving the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, and there can be 
no greater Diſcovery of the Folly and Madneſs of Men, than 
e for them to pretend to be excemed from their Duty and Vows 
to the Almighty, becauſe he hath made them great, rich, or 
0 { proſperous in this World. 


— 


And the Connivance of the Miniſters of God at ſuch Men 
i iſhing ſuch Practices with due Cenſur d Re- 
in not puniſhing e Cenſure and Re 
g. buke, is a publick Proof to the World, that they fear Men more 
than God, and ſacrifice the Honour and Worſhip due to their 
Maker, to the Pride and Will of their Fellow. creatures. 
If theſe Offices are inſtituted by God, and the Duties of them 
a- | vowed to be performed to him by Men, Miniſters and Chur-— 
ſe ches, who allow them to be thus profaned, do plainly and vi- 
ſibly, in the Eye of the World, profane the holy Name and 
s, Worſhip of God himſelf in thoſe Things which are thus hallow- 
h, ed to him; and hereby both the holy Offices of the Church of 
ro © God, and the Vows of Men to the Avenger of Falſhood, than 
es which nothing, the Mind of Man can conceive, is more ſacred, 
s; ure both profaned and openly violated, 
tis | Bow Mcn will anſwer for theſe Things, before that God 
who will look Heaven and Earth into nothing when he ariſes 
7 nto judgment, I know not; mean time he hath pronounced 
is dreadful Curſe upon ſuch Doings in his Word, Mal. i. 12, 
13, 


& ). "FR 
T3, 14. And it is certain, from theſe Doings, Profaneneſs and 
Contempt of God is gone forth into all the Land. 

Whither has primitive Chriſtianity fied, or in whoſe Practice 
ſhall we trace the Steps of the Divine Jeſus and his ancient Diſ- 
ciples? View the Ways of all Perſons and Parties; where is 
their Faith of the inviſible God, which made them look on Hea- 
ven and Earth, the World and Men, but as Nothings, before 
him they worſhipped? Where is that Love to God, which made 
them offer up their Goods, their Names, their Lives, and their 
all in a World, and think chem a poor Sacrifice, when given for | 
the Honour of his Majeſty, and the Glory of his Kingdom > | 
Where is that zzeffable Love of Jeſus, which made them count 
all things Loſs and Dung for his Sake, and which made them 
expreſs this Love of him before a wicked World, in their own 
Torments, Wounds and Blood? Where is that awful Fear f 
infinite Majeſty, which made them venture upon the Wrath off 
the whole World, rather than fail in one Inſtance of their Du- |* | 
ty to him? Where is that implacable Hatred of Sin, which made 
them ready to lay down their Lives rather than commit it, and t 
willing to ſtop its Torrent in a degenerate Age with their own [ 
Blood? Where is their Love of the Brethren, which made the 1 
World with Admiration ro cry out, Bchold how Chriſtians 11 
love one another! Where is their Compaſſion to poor Sinnert, F 
which made them travail in Birth till Chriſt was formed in them? t! 


and which forced Tears of Love from theſe holy Men to the P 


Man, even when they reproved the Sinner? Where is their 


Truth and Uprightneſs, which made them fulfil every Point f wi 


zheir' Vows to God, and of their Promiſes to Men; ſo that they th 

often walked alone in the ſtrait and narrow Way of Duty, load - 

ed with the Reproaches and Scoffs ofa World, for their Faith- # th, 

fulneſs to both. 7 i. 
Where is their Holineſs and Sanctity of Manners, which made 

them viſibly appear to be the Sons of God, amidſt a perverſe Me 


and crooked Generation, amongſt whom they ſhined as the Pa, 
Lights of the World? where is their divine Goodneſs, which made M ſur, 


them ready to do Good for Evil, to love their bittereſt Enemies, ſacr 
and which rendred every Chriſtian in his Station truly a Bleſſing and 
to the World. | = ſtup 
Where is their ſtrict Honour and Juſtice, that diſdained to and 
ield in the leaſt to the greateſt Riches and Honours, and which I 
could not be bribed by all the Men or things under Heaven? Eyes 
Where is their glorying in the Croſs of Chriſt, and their bleſ burn 
ſing God for every Opportunity of ſuflering for him, as the theſe 
greateſt Mercy, and {weeteſt Token of his Love? i 
| cre 
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Where is their awful Regard and Reverencè to ſacred things 
which rendred the holy Myſteries of Chriſt even venerable in 
the Eyes of the Wicked? They would ſooner have allowed their 
6 own Bodies to be torn in Pieces, than willfully have ſuffered 
; the things of God to be profaned; and they depoſed, cenſured 
and rebuked Kings and Princes for doing ſo. 5 

Where is that ſacred Image of God in Miniſters, which ftruck 
Kings and Princes with Awe and Reverence? Where is the hea» 
wenly Wiſdom which theſe bleſſed Men diſcovered, in proporti- 
oning their Zeal according to the Importance of things, and 
their Relation to the Honour of God and the Salvation of Men? 
And laftly, Where is that Faithful and diligent Improvement 
of Time, of Opportunities, and of Church Government and 

Diſcipline, for the Advancement of the holy, ſpiritual Kingdom 
of Chriſt, and the ſuppreſling the plain Violations of his Laws 2 
Theſe holy Fathers run the Race which was ſet before them, 
not only with Patience, but with Speed, as for Eternity; and 
would not loſe precious Life in Contention about Means, leſt 
d they ſhould loſe Opportunities of applying them to their pro- 
n per End. ö 
1 1 4 The Glory of an inviſible God, the wonderful Effects of the 
ns Love of Chriſt, the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, the conquering 
„ Example of the Divine Jeſus, and his Image and Glory, was by 
12 þ# theſe things viſibly held forth, and exemplified to a World in the 
he Practice of theſe Saints of God. 
eir Thele were truly the Servants of the moſt high God, the li- 

of # wing Epiſtles of an inviſible Saviour, the Salt of the Earth, and 
cy the Lights of the World. 
ad- Bur to conclude this Head, if Men were to form Notions of 
th- the Author of our Religion and his Laws, by the general Pra- 
2X Ctice of Chriſtians now, how much would they be miſtaken ? 
de I intend no particular Reflection on any Man, or any Set of 
rc Men; nor, upon this awful Subject, do | choole to enter upon 
the Party Diſputes, or load any particular Party or Sect. I am 
ade ſure, all Men, all Sects, and eſpecially thoſe Men who are in 
ies, ſacred Offices, of all the different Parties in the Church, have all 
ing and each of them had, leis or more, a dreadful Hand in the 
ſtupenduous Guilt, which hangs over this degenerate Church 
| to and Nation. 
nch I ſpread the aſtoniſbing and heart renting Scene before their 
Eyes, not to oflend any of them, nor to create further Heart- 
del. burnings and Contentions amongſt the contending Parties; 
the chele do abound too much already, to the Scandal of the Goſpel: 
D. = But 
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But as they are all involved in the ſame tremenduous Guilt, and 
all expoſed to the ſame Divine Math and Vengeance, I would 
with the Hand of Love draw aſide -h: Vail of Security and 
Self conceit, which ſeems to cover them all; and entreat them, 
by all that is awful and endearing in a crucified Saviour, and by 
that aw/ul Moment, when they thall all appear before the Tri- 
bunal of the eternal God, to view their common Guilt and Dan- 
ger, and whatcyer their Hand findeth to do, to do it with all 
their Might, to prevent our total and eternal Deſtruction, ; 

A holy God hath caſt off his altar, he hath abhorred his ſan- 
ctuary among us, he hath ſtretched over it the line of confuſion | 
and the ſtones of emptineſs; ſo that the divine Light of Chriſtia- 
nity is almoſt extinguiſhed, and pure and undefiled Religion is hid 
from Men. | 

From the leaſt to the greateſt, every one is guilty, and from the 
prophet even unto the prieſt every ene deateth falſely ; they are 
grievous Revolters, walking with flanders; they are braſs and 
zron, they are all corrupters. Her prieſis have violated my law, 
and have profaned mine holy things; they have put no difference 
between the holy and frofane, neither have they ſhewed difference 
between the clean and the unciean, and 1 am profaned'among jt 
them, fler. vi. 13, 28. 12 

For both prophet and prieſt are proſane, yea in my houſe have! 
found their wickedneſs, ſaith tbe Lord. I have ſeen folly in the 
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prophets, that hath cauſed my people to err; I have ſeen alſo in 
the prophets an horrible thing; they walk in lies, they ſtrengthen © , 
alſo the hands of evil doers, that none doth return from their 1. 

wickedneſs, and from them is proſaneneſs gone forth unto all the © 
land, ſerem. xxiii. 11. 13. 14. and 15. 10 ( 
How do Deiſts triumph over Chriſtianity, and how are Hy- C 
pocrites hardned in their Wickedneſs by the Conduct of ſome a 
Miniſters, Elders and others? and how do all living Chriſtians 2 
regrete, and the Chriſtian World remark, That while the Ser- /, 
vants of God have Authority, have Power, and are allowed the! 5. 
li 


peculiar Privilege of holding Kirk. ſeſſions, Presbyteries, Synode, 
and General Aſſemblies, and have the unlimited Exerciſe of e» 
Church Government and Diſcipline, and poſſeſe the moſt glori. th 
ous Advantages of promoting the Honour of God, and the real 

Intereſts of Rcligion; yet they make little further Uſe of theſe an 
unſpeakable Bleſſings, than in contending with one another a- # 

bout leſs important -Matters, and the Forms and Rules of their, th, 
Procedure; things of no Value, but as they are fitted for and be, 
do anſwer the Ends of God's Glory, and the Reformation and ef| 
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Yet while they thus lole thele precious Opportunities, the 
great and glorious Laws of he Author of ther Religion, many 
of which are founded in the Light of Nature, and which are ex. 
preſly commanded by God; Laws, upon the Obfervance of 
which hangs the ſovereign and viſible Kingdom of God in the 
Earth, the good of Society, the Proſperity of the Kingdom, and 
the cternal Salvation of all Men; yet theſe bleſſed Laws, and 
their own Vows to enforce them, are broken by all Ranks, by 
ſome of themſelyves and others, and notwithſtanding thereof, 
they neither zee to theſe dreadful Evils, when they meet 
in their Courts, nor 49 what they have in heir Power, nay what 
they are obliged to do to redreſs them: The earth alſo is defiled 
under the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they have tranſyreſſed my 
laws, changed the ordinances, and broken the everlaſting coves 
nant, Ia. xxiv. 5. 

Forgetting the End for which Presbytery was ordained by 
God, we attribute unto it a Vertue and Power, which God ne- 
ver intended, crying out, Ihe temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord, are theſe; while in the mean time, the true Temple of 
the Lord, and his holy Name, are too much profaned by us all. 
God knows, I judge no Man, but Numbers of theſe my worthy 
Fathers and Brethren do ſee the Truth, and groan under the 
afflicting Senſe of theſe dreadful Evils, and they fear they are 
mitten of God for their Connivance at them, and cry to him 
that ſeeth in ſecret, My leanneſs, my leanneſs : the treacherous 
dealers have dealt ver) treacherouſly, yea the treacherous dealers 
have dealt very treacherouſly, lia. xxiv. 16. 

The only End of Presbytery is to promote true and living 
Chriſtianity, and therefore to improve our Privileges of Church 
Government and Diſcipline chiefly to advance Presbytery, is ex- 
actly the old Practice of the Jewih Church, whoſe Prieſts 
and Teachers made the People believe, that whoſoever ſhould 


p {wear by the temple, it was nothing, but whoſoever ſhould ſuear 
. oy the gold of the temple, he was a debtor, Mat. xxii. 16. Theſe, 


like us now, paid Tithe of Mint, Anniſe and Cummin, and were, 
exact and zealous in theſe ſmaller things, while they omitted 
the weir htier matters of the law. 
Such blind Guides ſtrained at a Gnat, and ſwallowed a Camel, 
and at laſt led both themſelves and their Followers into a Ditch, 
And indeed both ſacred and profane Hiſtory teach us, that 
the Clergy in ſome Ages and Succeſſions of the Church, have 
been dangerouſly apt to be much more zealous of lefler Matters, 
eſpecially of thoſe Things which peculiarly concern their own 
D 2 Intereſt 


Intereſt and Power, than they have been zealous for the Ho 
nour of God and the divine Law. a 

How deeply Sco:land is tinctured with this inſectious Example, 
every Mortal muſt obſerve who conſiders the Behaviour and 
Conduct of Chriſtians. 

How are the common People's Notions of Good and Evil 
confounded, and the Diſtinctions of Sin and Duty ſo darkened 
and perplez ed, that many, very many, call Good Evil, and E- 
vil Good. 

How many precious and immortal Souls are zealous even ts 
the Degree of Wrath and Contention about leſſer Matters? and 
while they plunge themſelves in the dreadfu] Guilt of backbiting, 


Strife, Contention, Diſcord, Hatred, and other groſs Sins, which 


tend to the Deſtruction of Socicty, and the Overthrow of the 
eſſential Law of the Goſpel, which is Love; yet theſe poor dear 
Souls cannot give a Reaſon, neither from Scripture nor from 
common Senſe, for theſe Things, for which they thus devour 
their Neighbours and deſtroy themſelves, but arc truly mere 
Tools to others. Upon the other hand, if you tell them, that 
this fervent Zeal of theirs would be much better applied in do- 
ing the Duty of an Elder, or of a Chriſtian, in ſtanding up for 
the fundamental Laws of the eternal God, and in preventing 
them from being troden under Foot by Men, theſe Men will 
Hatly anſwer, that rh will not expoſe themſelves to the Scoff of 
Mankind: or the Perſecution of Offenders; they ſee no Body 
mind theſe Things, and why ſhould they do it. 

Thus Chriſtians, by imnatiag ſome of their Guides, are 
dreadtully corrupted; and I know no Judgment greater, inflict- 
ed on ſerious Souls, than this fatal Deluſion, nor any of worſe 
Conſequences to Socicty, or to the Church of God. 

Since theſe Men will not agree, that it is better to be more zea- 
lous for the Eſſentials of Religion than for leſter Matters, ifthey 


— - 


would only own, chat the cliential and plain Duties of Chriſtia- 


nity deſerve as much Zeal as theſe Things, and accordingly be 
as zealous about them in their own Practice, how much would 
even this ſmall Degree of the true Knowledge of God be of uſe 
in this degenerate Ave? 

The End for which ali Churches and Church Government are 
appointed by the Lord Jeſus, is to reconcile Men unto God, and 
co promote the Subjection and Obedience of Church Members 
to the Laws and Government of infinite Majeſty: The divine 


Law being a Tranſcript of his own Perfettions, Men, by con- 


forming themſelves to this, hold forth to the World he, Nature 4 — 
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and Glory of God; and ſo far as Churches and Church Governs 
ment are ſubſervient to this End, they do ſerve the Purpoſe for 
which God appointed them. 

But in whatever Church immortal Souls are led from a ſu- 

reme Regard and Attention to the Laws of the Goſpel, by a 
blind Zeal about leſſer Matters, and thereby are either hindred 
from oftering up their Names, their Lives and their All in the 

lain Road of Duty, or are intangled in Sin and Diſobedience, 
theſe poor Souls run the Risk of being eternally undone; and as 
this dreadful Evil has not enly divided thoſe who otherwiſe 
might have ſtood up together, and ſtrengthned one another's 
Hands in the Cauſe of God againſt open Wickedneſs, but has 
opened up reaches, at which an Inundation of Sin has entred, 
It is of infinite conſequence to the Clergy, who are chargeable 
with the Blood of Souls, to incalcate upon Laymen, that it is 
thcir Duty to proportion always their Zeal according to the Cer- 
tainty and Importance of Things. | 

And if Chriſtian Profeſſors are thus guilty, in what a Hell of 
Impiery, Perjury and Wickednels, are other Men involved? 

There is not an Attribute of God, nor a Command in his 
Word, nor an Office of Chriſt, but what are ſtruck at and 
trampled on by Men; and many ſeem to make no. other Uſe of 


the Goſpel, but to aggravate their Guilr, 


If an oten Contempt of the very Being and Majeſty of God, 


and a publick complimenting of our Fellow creatures with our 
+ Allegiance and Duty to him, making Men Lords of our Faith © 
and Conſcience; if univerſal Per jury, nay Perjury publickly 
- pradtiſed and known, and yet not puniſhed nor cenſured; if 


Breach of our Oaths and Vows to infinite Majeſty, and ſubſti- 
tuting a dead Form and Carcaſe in the Room of the living Chri- 


lian Church; if refuſing to fight the Cauſe of the eternal God 


againſt sin, and the ſacrilegous Contempt and Neglect of our 
Duty herein, under the Pretence of Example, worldly Wifdom 
and Prudence; if Zeal about Forms, without applying them to 


their proper Ends; if proſtituting the Holy Things of God, rather 
than incur the Wrath, or loſe the Friendſhip of Men; if the tram. 


pling upon the tremenduous Name of God by all ſorts of Oaths, 


- even publickly on our Streets; if open Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, and Contempt of the glorious and bleſſed Goſpel; if Re- 


bellion againſt, and Contempt of thoſe in jacred Offices, and 
deſpiling the Miniſters of God; if Striſe, Hatred, Revenge, Op- 


" preſſion and Murder; if Adultery, Fornication and Uncleanneſs, 


. 4 tolerating and keeping of Stews and Gaming - houſes; if Injuſtice, 
and Extortion, univerſal Bribery and Corruption, Theft, Fraud, 
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Worldlineſs and Covetouſneſs, in Profeſſors; if cenſuring, lan: 
dering, backbiting our Neighbours, open pleading for Falſ- 
hood, c. if Envy and Hatred of Men; but above all theſe, 
if the treading under Foot the Son of God, the counting the 
Blood of the Covenant an unholy Thing, and the crucifying him, 
who is to judge us, afreſh, and putting him to open Shame, by 
a too common Perjury, in the Breach of our ſacramental Vows; 
in that holy Ordinance we otter up ourſelves and our All to 
bim, and {wear over his broken Body and thed Blood, that our 
Lives and Names, and all ſhall be ſacrificed for his Honour and 
Service; and yet, for Fear of ſuffering the Wrath of Men, the 
Anger of Friends, the Scotts of the World, and the Lots of a- 
ny thing valuable, we daily refuſe to exccute theſe Parts of our 
Duty which do expoſe us to ſuch Things. 

If theſe, and many more ſuch heinous Sins, can involve a 
Nation in Guilt, and do expoſe a Church to remarkable Venge- 
ance, we have Reaſon to fear that we {ſhall be ſet forth for an 
Example to the World, to Angels and Men. 

And if Diviſions, Contentions, deep Security and Hardneſs 
of Heart, Contempt of divine Threatnings, and a Spirit of 
Slumber abounding amongſt Profeſſors, be Preſages of imme- 
diate Puniſnment, we ought to lay our Account, that the Time 
of our Viſitation draws nigh. 

And yet, as if we were left of God, the chief Zeal and 
Appearance of Chriſtians ſeems rather to be to increaſe their 
own Party, than to ſuppreſs theſe Evils; and in the mean time 
that they are ſtriving with one another about leſſer Matters, Sin, 
the Devil and Deſtruction, gain every Day Ground in the Church 
and Nation. 

If the Plague raged in a Country, ſo as to make Havock of 
Millions, and threatned the whole Nation with antverſal Ruin, 
if the Inhabirants knew a Cure which would infallibly top its 
Progreſs, and fave them from immediate Deſtruction, could 
there be a more fatal Diſtraction, than in place of immediately 
applying the Cure, they ſpent their Time in Contention and 
Diſpute about the Apparatus, till Death and the Grave ſwallow- 
ed them up? 

Such is our Caſe: For all Chriſtians own that Sin is the worſt 
of Plagues, and the only Evil of Evils, which poiſons the Soul, 
infects Mankind, carries off Multicudes every Day to Deſtructi- 
on, and opens the Gates of Hell, | 

Awful, infinite and eternal, are the Diſtinctions of Good and 
Evi, Sin and Duty; Heaven and Earth, Time and Eternity, 
God and Man, and al} that are in them, unite in ſnewing forth 
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5 ous Advantages, by applying them to the- ſuppreſſing of Sin? 


to Men and Angels this Truth. The Stings of awakened Cons 
{ciences, and the ttembling Fears of the guilty, the dying Groans 
of Sinners, the Deſtruction of Nations, the Ruin of Churches, 
the Shricks of a whole World expiring in the Deluge, the burn- 
ing of Sodom and Gemorrah, the incomprehenſible Miſeries and 
Calamities of periſhing Jeruſalem, and the Blood and Sufterings 
of Martyrs. all conipire ro awaken poor Morrals, and to give 
them the deepeſt Apptehenſions of the Evi! of Sin. 

Nay the holy God hath in Scripture made Hell naked before 
us, that Men may hchold in the lormenis of the Damned, that 
far more excceding and eternal Weight of divine Vengeance 
which Sin deſerves. 

And that the whole intellectual Creation which now are, or 
ſhall be created, may ſee the incomprehenſible Malignancy and 
Guilt ofgin, the Author of Nature and Lord of Glory hath ma- 
nifeſted the infinite Evil in his own Blood and Sufferings. Here 
Heaven and Earth, Time and Eternity, Men and Angels, all 
Generations and all Creatures have a Diſcovery of Sin, which 
muſt ftrike them all with filent Wonder, eternal Aſtoniſhment, 
and immutable Hatred. 

If Sin therefore be ſuch an infinite Evil; if this Nation and 
Church are fo deeply involved in Sin; if all Parties and Ranks 
be ſo much infected with its Poiſon, and the Contagion hath 
tainted both the Prieſt, the Prophet and the People? if both 
Church and Nation be expoſed to the Vengeance of a righteous 
God, and all and each of us muſt ſoon give an Account for our 
own Guilt before the judgment. ſeat of him by whoſe Wounds - 
we have vowed to forſake every Appearance of Evil; if all our 
Conduct will then be laid open before Men and Angels, and e- 
very one of us will ſuffer eternally for neglecting any Part of 
our Duty; and if there is no Poſſibility of Eſcape from this 
Wrath and Vengeance, but by a ſevere Repentance and thorough 
Reformation; what ſhall ze reſolve on? ſhall we calmly defy 
God, and blindfold throw ourſelves into conſuming Fire, by 
Impenitence, and by refuſing to repent and humble ourſelves be- 
fore infinite Majeſty? Shall we run upon the thick Boſſes of his 
Buckler? or ſhall we profeſs to repent, and with folemn Vows 
promiſe to amend, without forſaking our Sins? Shall we amuſe 


: ourtelves, and ſtrive and contend about Forms and Parties, and 
| ſhew all our Zeal againſt one another, and none againſt Sin? 


Shall we zeſt upon our Privileges, value ourſelves on our Or- 
zhodoxy, cry up our Diſcipline, commend the holy Laws of our 


Church, and deſpiſe all others, without improving theſe glori- 


hall 


Shall any of us, in ſacred Offices, mock the Almighty, vie: 
late our ſacred Engagements? and however we honour God 
in our Churches with our Mouths, thall we trample on 
his holy Things, and the eſſential Laws of his Kingdom, be- 
fore the World, and render his Majeſty, his Worſhip and 

| his Church, contemptible ro Men? Shall we connive at one 
another's Hypocriſy, and ſutter Sin to ly on our Brother; and 
for Flattery or for Fear render the Laws of our God and our 
Church of no Effect? Shall we ſpend our precious Moments, 
employ our Talents, our Courts and our Aſſemblies, in diſpute 
about leſſer Matters, and coolly bchold the plain Laws of the 
eternal God violated, and his Temple profaned, without Zeal and 
Attention? Shall we uſe all theſe glorious Privileges, Which are 
given us by God for no other End, than to ſupport the divine 
Authority, vindicate his Laws and promote his Kingdom, chiefly 
to ſupport our own Power, Authority and Parties; and yet at 
the ſame time come and ſtand before God in his Houſe, and lean 
upon the Lord, as af we were redeemed to do all theſe Abomi- 
nations? 

Or ſhall we, contrary to our Obligations, any longer venture 
yon the Negle& of our Duty to God, in order to pleaſe Men? 
Shall the Wiſdom and Politicks of a World, the Fear of diſob- 
liging great Men, the Pride of our Hearts, which will not ſuf. 
fer the Contempt and Scotts of Fools, prevent our appearing 
jointly together in the Cauſe of God? Shall the Difficulties which 
will attend an impartial Execution of the following Laws againſt 
Sin and Profanity ſeem more intolerable than eternal Venge- 
ance? Shall the Terrors of Men awe us more than the Wrath © 
of God, and the Favour and Friendſhip of a periſhing World 
outweigh on our Minds the Love of Jeſus and eternal Life? Will 
the greateſt Number of us refuſe to endure the light Affliction ! 
of the Croſs but for a Moment, which will work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory? God Almighty for- 
bid thai it be thus with us. If it is ſo, a Church or Nation in 
ſuch a diſmal State, though their Diſcipline and Church. govern- 
ment were as pure as Inſpiration, and as wile as the Word of 
God; yet they are in the immediate Danger of the moſt awful and 
exemplary Judgments; for unleſs Diſcipline and Church govern- 
ment be vigorouſly and impartially applied to reform us from Sin, 
all the Purity and Wiſdom thereof will only prove an aſtoniſhing - 
Aggravation of our Guilt, and tend to heighten our eternal Pu- 
niſhment in the Day of judgment. 8 

But [ am perſwaded of better Things of this Church, and 


Things that will prove to God, Angels and Men, that the glo- 


18 


rious Immanuel has many a Soul in it who will yet ſtand up fot 
his Cauſe, and not only ſpeak, but act for their eternal King. 
I hope many will do their Duty, and ſhow their Faith of an H- 
ternity, by deſpiſing all Things in Time; their Fear of God b 
contemning all that the World can do, and their Love to a cru 
cified Jeſus, by a patient enduring of the Croſs, or any Suffer- 
ing which they are expoſed to, for his ſake, in the faithful and 
FE vigorous Execution of their Duty, and in a zealous Diſcharge 
> ot the Obligations they ly under by the following Laws. 
E | Alen, Brethren and Fathers, hearken, the Time is ſhort, a 


fs © bow 7. 


E few Moments more, and all this Theatre, upon which we act, 
d 27 ſhall be taken down, and the Men and Things of this World, 
wa which now ſo allure and terrify us from our Duty, will be to 


us as if they had never been; then we ſhall never, never more 
baue the immortal Glory of appearing, acting, or ſuffering any 
at thing for God; eternal Groans and Anguiſh will not be able to 
n purchaſe us back one ſuch glorious Opportunity; endlets wail- 
ing, Self revenge and Torment, will not redeem one Moment 

of luch Days of God. Time ſwifily ſweeps us along into endleſs 
re Eternity, and it ſtands not ſtill one Moment; but whether we 
act for God or againſt him, the awful Tide carries us faſt to our 
long Home. The richeſt Worldling, by the eternal Decree of 
God, muſt ſoon have no more than the Beggar, and the Proprie- 
tor of the greateſt Spot of this Earth ſhall ſoon poſſeſs no more 
Ground than the Length and Breadth of his Body in the Grave 3 
there the moſt ambitious Man, who contemns God himſelf, muſt 
® ſoon embrace Corruption as his Father, and the very Worms will 
be exalted above him. Our Days that are gone, are fled for e. 
id ver, and the Value of Heaven and Earth cannot purchaſe back 
ill one guilty Moment. Our Sins are all marked by God himſelf, 
"we . and nothing but the Blood of our Saviour and our Judge can 
ar blot them our. In the awful Day of Vengeance, or ever we 
or* are aware, we ſhall be ſwallowed up of Death, and then nei- 
in ther Faith, Repentance, nor Reformation, nor the leaſt Poſſibili- 
ty of Eſcape from eternal Miſery, ſhall be in our Power. 
Our Eyes ſhall ſoon never more ſee this Scene of Things; yet a 
little while, and they ſhall be ſpur for ever, till that tremendu- 
in ous Moment, when they ſhall ſee the infinite Difference between 
in; God and the Creature, Time and Eternity, Heaven and Hell, 
mm and sin and Duty; then Things will appear in a true Light ta 
Pu- all the intellectual Creation. 

M.ortals will then know that their Names, their Stations, their 
nd Eſtates, their Bodies, and all they poſſeſſed in Time, will only 
lo. adminiſter them eternal Joy or Anguilh, according as they have 
ous 2 E * 4 
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( 34 ) 


uſed them here. Thoſe who have parted with them all for the 


Love of Chriſt, or employed them all to the Honour of God, 


when they ſee their God and their Chriſt, will be loſt in eternal 
Joy and Bliſs at the Thoughts they have done ſo. Bur thole 


who wanted to be wiſe above what is written, and aimed at ſe- 


curing both Earth and Heaven, and would not endurethe Wrath 


of Man and the Scoffs of the World, nor ſuffer the Loſs of their 


Goods, their Names and their Lives, for the ſake of a good 
| Conſcience, ſhall then ſee for what Trifles and Nothings they 


have loſt the chief Good and Fountain of Life; all the Conce- 


ptions of Creatures cannot comprehend that fatal Anguiſh and 
Surprize Which will then ſtrike thoſe unhappy Men, or with 
what Self revenge they will curſe their worldly Wiſdom and 
Prudence, which, by leading them ſafely ro avoid the Croſs, 
will render them a Spectacle of Contempt, of Shame and Tor- 
ment to Men and Angels. 
What infinitely different and contrary Apprehenſions will 
Mortals have then of all the Things they now ſee and know; 
thoſe Things which Men now fly as they would do Hell, will 
then be covered by them as Heaven; and thoſe Things which 
they now count their Happineſs, and value themſelves and envy 
others for, they will repent of in Hell for ever, and curſe them- 
ſelves eternally for their unhappy Choice. 
The greateſt Loſſes will then appear to be unſearchable Riches; 
the heavieſt Reproach and Contempt, immortal Glory and divine 
Honour ; the crueleſt Torments, Joys exceeding the Belief of Mor- 


tals or the Imagination of Angels, and Death will appear to be 


eternal Life, when ſuffered for God and a good Conſcience. 


That Man who chooſed Poverty, Pain and Death, before the 


leaſt Neglect of his Duty, will be thought wiſe, and he who durſt 


not, for the Wrath of Angels, Men and Devils, offend infinite 


Majeſty, will be judged courageous. 

Then Chriſt will appear worthy of ſuffering Millions of Ages 
of Torments to enjoy, and thoſe who now will not bear Re- 
proach or Contempt in doing their Duty to him, will hex be 
infinitely willing to endure Millions of Ages of Torments for 
one Offer of his Mercy. 

Then that infinite Majeſty we now contemn in his Name and 
Worſhip and Zhurch, will, when he appears, ſhake Heaven and 
Earth out of their Place, and the whle Creation will appear to us 
before him co be infinitely leſs than nothiag and Vanity. 

in a Moment, the Enchantment which holds unhappy Mor— 


tals 'hzl break, in the twinkling of an Eye we ſhall be undecei- | 


ved at the laſt rump, (for the trumpet ſhall ſound) when the 
| : Lor 
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Cerd himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trump of God, and when the 


; * dead ſhall be raiſed, ſmall and great, to ſtand before God. 


Then ſhall we all ſce the Greatneſs and Glory of Infinite Majeſty 


1 viſibly manifeſted, in the Appearance of the awful Fudge and Sa- 


wviour ; heaven and earth ſhall fly before his face, but no place 
ſhall be found for them; no, all we, and all that are in them, 
muſt appear before him, and every one of us ſhall be judged by 


him, according to the Word and Laws of God, and the Example 


o Chriſt, and not by the Laws or Example of any Man, any 
Church, or any Set of Men. 


. 


Then the pureſt Standards, the moſt wile Rules for Church 


Government and Diſcipline, the moſt ſacred Offices, and all the 
' Advantages and Privileges which one Church poſſeſſes above a- 


nother, ſhall be found to have been only dreadſul-Aggravations 
of human Guilt, unleſs zealouſly improven, and wigoroyſly ap- 


plied to theGlory of God and the Honour of Chriſt, the Salvation 


( 
by 
7 


41 


* 


of Souls and the Suppreſſion of Sin; and all the Excuſes which Men 
now make, for not fully performing their Promiſes to God, and 


diſcharging every part of their ſacred Offices, will be condemned, 
as God-daring Impudence and Hypocriſy. Then the Differences 
of Opinion, and Zeal of Chriſtians about leſſer Matters, will 


3 not excuſe them for neglecting the great Commandments of God, 
$ and for not ſtanding up together, fo far as they are apreed, a- 
1 
Vous to God, the molt frequent Acts of publick Worſhip, the 
warmeſt Profeſſions of Love, the moſt orthodox Notions, and 
the beſt Conceit of ourſelves and of our Party; the Imitation of 
this Miniſter or this Man, of this Party or that Party; none of 
theſe things, nor the Example of all the Men on Earth, will be 


gainſt the open Violations of his Laws. Then the molt ſolemn 


admitted as an Excuſe before our impartial Judge, for not ſhew- 
ing forth the Patience of the Saints, in ſuffering all that a wicked 
World, and the Wrath of Man, and the Fury of Devils, can in- 
flict in the Way of our Duty, and in the keeping the command- 
ments of God and the faith of Jeſus: But our valuing ourſelves 
upon theſe things will appear to be as great Folly and Wicked- 
neſs, as that of Hypocrites, who place their own Works inſtead _ 


of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or of wicked and ignorant Bigots, 
who think they will be faved becauſe they belong to this or the 
other particular Church, though they live in the daily Practice 
of known Sin. 


Then the fearful and unbelieving will be filled with eternal 


Shame and Aſtoniſhment, when they view the Glories and tris 


2 niſters 


be 4 umphing Joys of theſe holy primitive Chriſtians, and antient Mis 
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(30) 

viſters and Saints of this Church, who wrote their Love 10 God 
and Jeſus, and their Hatred of Sin in their own Blood, and who 
ſwimmed to eternal Life through a Sea of Blood, Tribulations 
and Perſecutions, 

Then their Courage will riſe up in Judgment againſt our 
Cowardice, their Zeal againſt our Lukewarmneſs, their Fear of 
God againſt our Contempt of him, their Self-denial and Suffer- 
ings againſt our Self. love and Sloth : And thoſe Laws they intru- 
ſed with us, and the Privileges they purchaſed to us, at fo dear 
a Rate, if not improven to carry 'on the Reformation of the 
Church and Nation, will be awful Witneſſes of our Hypocriſy 
and Wickedneſs; and the infinite Evil of Sin will, without our 
Repentance and Amendment, be thewn forth to eternal Ages in 
our Puniſhment, and then one Look of Divine Vengeance will be 
found by us to be more intolerable than all that our bielied An- 
ceſtors endured. | | 

Then one Smile of the Source of Love and Perfection will 
make up for a whole Life of. Pain, Poverty, Contempt and Death, 
Then it will appear, that as much as Eternity excceds Time, Hea- 
yen Hell, and God the Creature; /o far does the infinitely won- 
derful Jeſus, the Treaſure of a Chriſtian, exceed the Portion of 
Worldlings. 

Then the Source of Bleſſedneſs and Love, will ſhew unto eter- 
nal Ages what he can do for the Happineſs of thoſe, who o ver- 
come the world by the word of their teſtimony, and love not their 
lives unto the death, The Reproach they now ſuffer ſhall be re- 
warded with Glory and Honour, worthy of the Ambition of 
the higheſt Angel; their Loſſes ſhall be made up with Riches, 
which will aſtonilh all created Beings ; and their Sufferings, in 
the Fruition of eternal Rivers of Pleaſures, which will make 
Chriſt the Creator of Joy wonderful to Eternity. The Lamb him. 
feif, which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them with 
delights, which no Mind but his own can conceive, and ſhall 
lead them unto living fountains of water, and God ſhall wipe à. 
way all tears from their eyes. Then theſe myſterious Expreſſi- 
ons of infinite Love ſhall be fulfilled in a Way which will ſur- 
prize Men and Angels with cternal Admiration, at the Love, 
Wiſdom and Condeſcenſion of God. Bleſſed are theſe ſervants, 
whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watching, who, ha- 
ving laid up their treaſure in heaven, have their loins girded a- 
bout, and ther lights burning, and who appear like men who 
wait for their Lord: werily I ſay unto you, that he ſhall gird him» | 
ſelf, and make them ſit down to meat, aud will come forth and 

ferve them. | * 
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Now awful Eternity hath ſwallowed up Timer 
| and how that omnipotent Word, who manifeſted his 
Tove and Grace to Man, and divine Vengeance againſt 
Sin, in his own Blood, will eternally diſcover the 
' wi/ible Effects of both upon his Friends and Enemies, 
God only knows, but every one of us will eter- 
nally feel. 
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The Laws and INSTITUTIONS 
of the Church concerning the Du- 
' ties and Obligations of Miniſters, 
£ Elders, Kirk-ſeſſions, &c. with re- 
gad to Sun and Profaneneſs. 
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. 2 Act X. Aſſembly 1711. = 
Concerning Probationers and ſettling Miniſters ; with 
S, 


' JOneſtions propoſed to, and the Engagements to be 
e | taken by them. 
h HE General Aſſembly judging it fit, that the ſame Mes 
thod ſhould be followed in all Presbyteries, as to the 
: Queſttons put to, and Engagements taken of Proba- 
i- tioners when licenſed, and Miniſters when ordained or admit- 
r- ted; and that Probationers and Miniſters ſhould not only give 
e, ſufficient Proof of their Piety, Literature, and other good Qua- 
s, lilications for the Miniſtry; but alſo come under Engagements to 
2adhere to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
2.this Church: Do therefore enact and appoint, that the follow- 
2) ing Queſtions be put to all ſuch as paſs Trials, in order to be 
licenſed; as alſo to ſuch as ſhall be ordained Miniſters, or 
d admitted to any miniſterial Charge or Pariſh; and that they 
1 ſhall ſubſcribe the Formula after ſet down, before they be _ 
== led, 


360 


viſtars and Saints of this Church, who wrote their Love to God 

and Jeſus, and their Hatred of Sin in their own Blood, and who 
ſwimmed to eternal Life through a Sea of Blood, Tribulation 
and Perſecutions. » 

Then their Courage will riſe up in Judgment againſt our Þ 

Cowardice, their Zeal againſt our Lukewarinneſs, their Fear of“ 
God againſt our Contempt of him, their Self-denial and Suffer. 
ings againſt our Self. love and Sloth: And the Laws they intru- 
ſted with us, and the Privileges they purchaſed to us, at ſo dear 
a Rate, if not improven to carry on the Reformation of the 
Church and Nation, will be awful Witneſſes of our Hypocrily 
and Wickedneſs; and the infinite Evil of Sin will, without our 
Repentance and Amendment, be (hewn forth to eternal Apes in 
our Puniſhment, and then one Look of Divine Vengeance will be 
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found by us to be more intolerable than all that our blelled An- x 7 
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ceſtors endured. 2 
Then one Smile of the Source of Love and Perfection will 
make up for a whole Life of Pain, Poverty, Comtempt and Death, 
Then it will appear, that as much as Eternity excceds T ime, Ha- 
ven Hell, and God the Creature; /o far does the infinitely won- | 
derful Jeſus, the Treaſure of a Chriſtian, exceed the Portion ff 
Worldlings. + 
Then the Source of Bleſſedneſs and Love, will ſhew unto eter- 
nal Ages what he can do for the Happinels of thoſe, who over- 
come the world by the word of their teſtimony, and love not their 
lives unto the death. The Reproach they now ſuffer ſhall bere- 3 
warded with Glory and Honour, worthy of the Ambition of 
the higheſt Angel; their Loſſes (hal! be made up with Riches, 
Which will aſtonith all created Beings ; and their Sutterings, in . 
the Fruition of eternal Rivers of Pleaſures, which will make 2 
Chriſt the Creator of [oy wonderful to Eternity. The Lamb him 
felf, which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them with 
delights, which no Mind but his own can conceive, and ſha!l 
lead them unto living fountains of water, and God ſhall wipe à. 
way all tears from their eyes. Then theſe myſterious Expreſſi- 
ons of infinite Love ſhall be fulfilled in a Way which will ſur- 
— Men and Angels with eternal Admiration, at the Love, 
iſdom and Condeſcenſion of God. Bleſſed are theſe ſervants, 
whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watching, who, ha- 
ving laid up their treaſure in heaven; have their loins girded a- 
bout, and their lights burning, and who appear like men who 
wait for their Lord: werily I ſay unto you, that he ſhall gird him. 
ſelf, and make them ſit down to meat, aud will come forth and 
ſerve them, 
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od Now awful Eternity hath ſwallowed up Timey 
% n how that omnipotent Nord, who manifefted his 
a Love and Grace to Man, and divine Vengeance againſt 
* Fin, in his own Blood, will eternally diſcover the 
Ville Effeds of both upon his Friends and Enemiesg 
God only knows, but every one of us will eter- 
| ally feel. ; 
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Act X. Aſſembly 1711. 


Concerning Probationers and ſettling Miuiſters; with 
Olleſtions propoſed to, and the Engagements to be 
taken by them. 


| T* General Aſſembly judging it fit, that the ſame Me- 


thod ſhould be followed in all Presbyteries, as to the 
Queſtions put to, and Engagements taken of Proba- 
tioners when licenled, and Miniſters when ordained or admit- 
ted; and that Probationer and Miniſters ſhould not only give 
ſufficient Proof of their Piety, Literature, and other good Qua- 
N liications for the Miniſtry; but alſo come under Engagements to 
a dhere to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
this Church: Do therefore enact and appoint, that the follow- 
ing Queſtions be put to all ſuch as paſs Trials, in order to be 
licenſed; as alſo to ſuch as ſhall be ordained Miniſters, or 
admitted to any miniſterial Charge or Pariſh; and that they 
hall ſubſcribe the Formula after ſet down, before they be licen- 
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ſed, ordained or admitted reſpectively. And the General Aſlem. 
bly hereby ſtrictly prohibites and diſcharges the licenſing, or- 
daining or admitting of any, who ſhall not give ſatisfying An 
2 to theſe Queſtions, and ſubſcribe the Formula hereto (ub. © 
joined, Is: 


VG 


N 
weſtions to be put to all Probationers for the holy Miniſtry, ber: 
_ be * to preach the Goſpel. . * 
1-90, Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Te- 3; 
ſtaments to be the Word of God, and the only Rule of Faith 
and Manners ? | 
240, Do you ſincerely own and believe the whole Doctrine of 
the Confeſſion of Faith, approven by the General Aſſemblies of | ® 
this National Church, and ratified by Law in the Year 1690, | MW 
and ———_ confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament fince that { 
time, to be the Truths of God, contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Tettaments, and do you own the whole Do- Af 
ctrine therein contained, as the Confeſſion of your Faith? _ | 
3 io, Do you ſincerely own the Purity of Worſhip, preſent., 
ly authorized and practiſed in this Church, and 1 in the 
15th Act of the General Aſſembly 1707, intituled, Act again N 4 
Innovations in the Worſhip of God; and alſo own the Presbyreri- 5 
an Goverument and Diſcipline, now ſo happily eſtabliſhed in 
this Church; and are you perſwaded that the ſaid Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Church Government are founded up- i 
on the hots Scriptures, and agreeable thereto ? . 
4to, Do you promiſe, that through the Grace of God you will 
firmly and conſtantly adhere to, and in your Station, to the ut- | 
moſt of your Power, aflert, maintain and defend the ſaid Do- 
Qrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, and the Government of this 
Church, by Kirk ſeſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods, and | 
General Aſſemblies ? 5 
to Do you promiſe, that in your Practice you will conform 
your Life to the ſaid Worſhip, and ſubmit yourſelf to the ſaid 
Diſcipline and Government of this Church, and ſhall never cn- 
deavour, directly nor indirectly, the Prejudice or Subverſion of 
the ſame? 
sto, Do you promiſe, that you ſhall follow no divifive Courſe 
from the preſent Ettabliſhment in this Church? 
mo, Do you renounce all Doctrine, Tenets or Opinions 
whatſoever, contrary to or inconſiſtent with the ſaid Doctrine, 
Worſhip. Diſcipline and Government of this Church? 
8%, Do you promiſe that you will ſubject yourſelf to the 
ſeveral ſudicatorics of this Church, and are you willing to lub- 
ſeribe to theſe things? Que- 
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or ions put to Miniſters at their Ordination, relating to things 
u. #hey ſolemnly vow and promiſe. 
b. timo, Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Te- 


> Namecnt to be the Word of God, and the only Rule of Faith 
and Manners? 2do, Do you finrerely own and believe the 
TM” hole Doctrine contained in the Confeſſion of Faith, approven 
by the General Aſſemblies of this Church, and ratified by Law 
Sn the Year 1690, to be founded upon the Word of God? and 
do you acknowledge the {ame as the Confeſſion of your Faith, 
and will you firmly and conſtantly adhere thereto, and to the 
utmoſt of your Power aſſert, maintain and defend the ſame, and 
the Purity of Worſhip as preſently practiſed in this National 
o, Church, and aſſerted in the 15th Act of Aſſembly 1707? which 
at FE ſce in Innovations in Worſhip. 4to, Are you perſuaded, that 
of = the Presbyterian Government and Diſcipline of this Church are 
founded upon the Word of God, and agreeable thereto? and 
do youpromile to ſubmir to the ſaid Government and Diſcipline, 
and to concur with the ſame, and never endeavour directly nor 
indirectly the Prejudice or Subverſion thereof, but, to the ut- 
2 moſt of your Power, in your Station, to maintain, ſupport and 
defend the ſaid Diſcipline aud Presbyterian Government by Kirk- 
ſeſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods and General Aſſemblies, 
during all the Days of your Life? to, Do you promiſe to ſub- 
mit yourſelf willingly and humbly, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
unto the Admonitions of the Brethren of this Presbytery, and to 
be ſubje& to them, and all other Presbyteries and ſuperior ſu- 
dicatories of this Church, where God in his Providence ſhall 
caſt your Lot; and that, according to your Power, you (Imll 
maintain the Unity and Peace of this Church, againſt Error and 
Schilm, notwithſtanding of whatſoever Trouble or Perſecution * 
may ariſe; and that you ſhall follow no divifive Courſes from 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of this Church? Sto, Are not Zeal for the Honour 
of God, Love to Jeſus Chriſt, and Deſire of ſaving Souls, your 
great Motives, and chief Inducements to enter into the Function 
of the holy Miniſtry, and not worldly Deſigns and Intereſt? 
mo, Have you uſed any undue Methods, either by yourſelf or 
others, in procuring this Call? 8 vo, Do you engage, in the 
Strength of ſeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Maſter, to rule well your 
own Family, to live a holy and circumſpect Life, and faichfully, 
diligently and chearfully to diſcharge all the parts of the Mini- 
ſterial Work, to the Edification of the B.dy of Chriſt? g, Do 
You accept of, and cloſe with the Call, to be Paſtor of this = 

riſh, 


> 


and I do own the ſame as the Confeſſion of my Faith. As like. 


promiſe, that, through the Grace of God, I ſhall firmly and 4 


or Subverſion of the ſame; and I promiſe, that I ſhall follow 


Diſcipline and Government of this Church. Act 10. A0. 1711. 


riſh, and promiſe, through Grace, to perform all the Duties of 
a faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel among this People. Act to, 
Aſſ. 1711. 


Copy of the Formula, which every Miniſter and Elder does ſin, | in 
and ſolemnly engage themſelves to, 7 


I do hereby declare, Thar I do ſincerely own and believe the® 
whole Doctrine contained in the Confelſon of Faith, approven} 
by the General Aflembly of this National Church, and ratified | 
by Law in the Year 1690, and frequently confirmed by divers , 
Acts of Parliament ſince that Time, to be the Truths of God; | 
wile, I do own the Purity of Worſhip preſently authoriſed and | 
practiſed in this Church, and alſo the Presbyterian Government 
and Diſcipline now ſo happily eſtabliſhed therein: Which Do: 
ctrine, Worlhip and Church government, I am perſuaded, are 
founded upon the Word of God, and agreeable thereto; andi 


conſtantly adhere to the ſame, and, to the outmoſt of my Pow. Þ 
er, ſhall, in my Station, aſſert, maintain and defend the ſaid Do 
ctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of this Church, 
by Kirk ſeſſions, Presbyteries, provincial Synods and General“ 
Aflemblies; and that I ſhall, in my Practice, conform myte!f ro 
the ſaid Worſhip, and ſubmit to the ſaid Diſcipline and Govern FX 
ment, and never endeavour, directly or indirectly, the Prejudice 


no diviſive Courſe from the preſent Eſtabliſhment in this Church, 
renouncing all Doctrines, Teners, and Opinions whatſoever, 
contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the ſaid Doctrine, Worlbip, 


The Act of Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh, March) 
26. 1596. Seſſ. 7. anent the Entry and Conver* 
ſation of Miniſters, ratified, and * Sr to be put 
in Execution in every Presbytery; and for that end 

ies thereof ordered to be given to each Presby* 
tery under the Clerk's Hands, the Subſtance where* 
of is as follows + Furſt, To prevent E 
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Corruptions in the Office of the Miniſtry, 


T is ordained, chat in time coming more diligent Inquifii- 


on and Trial be made of all ſuch Perſons as ſhall enter po 
TY 55000 the 
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4. ) | 
the Miniſtry, as ſpecially theſe Points, 1910, That the Intrant 
ſhall be poſed upon his Conſcience, before the great God, and 
that in moſt grave manner, what moveth him to accept of the 


= enquired, if any, by Solicitation of Moyen, directly or indirect. 
* ty, preſs to enter to the ſaid Office; and if it be found, that the 
® Solicitor be repelled, and that the Presbyteries repel all ſuch of 
their Number from voting in the Election or Admiſſion, as ſhall 
be found Moyeners for the Solicitor, and poſed upon their Con- 
ſcience to declare the Truth to that Effect. 310, It is ordained, 
That none ſeek Preſentations to Benefices, without Advice of 
c the ny within the Bounds whereof the Benefice is; and 
ift any do in the contrary, that they be repelled as ret ambitus. 

® 470, That the Trial of Perſons to be admitted to the Miniſtry 
therxeafter, conſiſt not only in their Learning, and Ability to 
preach, bur alſo in Conſcience and feeling, and ſpiritual Wiſdom 
and namely in the Knowledge of the Bounds of their Calling, in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, Wiſdom ro behave himſelf accordingly 
with the divers Ranks of Perſons within his Flock, as namely 
with Atheiſts, Rebellious, weak Conſciences, and ſuch other, 
© where the paſtoral Charge is moſt kythed ; and that he be meet 
to ſtop the Mouths of the Adverſaries: And ſuch as are not 
qualified in theſe Points, to be delayed till further Trial, and 
while they be found qualified. And it is recommended, that 
the principal Places of the Realm be provided by them of moſt 
worthy Gifts, Wiſdom and Experience, and that none take the 
Charge of greater Numbers of People nor they are able to diſ- 
charge; and an Act of the provincial Synod of Lorhian, made 
nat Linlithgow to this purpoſe, is approven. $5ro, That ſuch as 

+ 7 ſhall be found not given to their Book and Study of the Scri- 
ptures, nor careful ro have Books, nor given to Sanctification 
and Prayer; that ſtudy not to be powerful and ſpiritual, not ap- 
= plying the Doctrine to Corruptions, which is the paſtoral Gift; 
obſcure, and too ſcholaſtick before the People; cold, and want - 
ing of ſpiritual Zeal; negligent in viſiting of the Sick, and ca- 
ring for the poor; or indiſcreet, in chooſing Parts of the Word 
not meeteſt for the Flock; Flatterers, and diſſembling at publick 
Sins, and ſpecially of great Perſonages, in their Congregations, 
for Flattery or for Fear; that all ſuch Perſons be cenſured ac- 
cording to the Degree of their Faults; and continuing therein, be 
deprived 6to, That ſuch as be ſlothful in Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, and irreverent. as Profaners, receiving the clean 
and unclean, ignorant and ſenſeleſs; profane, and making no 


” Office and Charge of the Miniſtry upon him. 2do, That it be 


Conſcience of their Profeſſion in their Calling and Families; o- 
L F mite 
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mitting due Trial, or uſing none, or light Trial, having reſpe& 


ip their Trial to Perſons wherein there is manifeſt Corruption, 
that all ſuch be ſharply rebuted; and if they continue therein, 
that they be depoſed. 7mo, If any be found a Seller of the Sa- 


craments, that he be depoſed ſimpliciter; and ſuch as collude 
with ſlanderous Perſons, in diſpenſing and overſeeing them, in- 


cur the like Puniſhment. 8 v, That every Miniſter be charged 
to have a Seflion eſtabliſhed of the meeteſt Men in his Congre- 
gation, and that Diſcipline ſtrike not only upon groſs Sins, as 
W horedom and Bloodſhed, but upon Sins repugnant to the 
Word of God, as Blaſphemy of God, banning, profaning of 
the Sabbath, diſobedient to Parents, idle and unruly ones with- 
out Calling, Drunkards, and ſuch like debauched Men, as make 
not Conſcience of their Life and ruling of their Families, and 
eſpecially of Education of their Children; lying, ſlandering and 
backbiting, and breaking of Promiſes; and this to be an univer- 
ſal Order throughout the Realm, exc. and ſuch like as are ne- 
gligent herein, and continue therein after Admonition, be de- 

/ed. gno, That none falling in publick Slanders be received 
in Fellowſhip of the Kirk, except his Miniſter have ſome Ap- 

earance and Warrant in Conſcience, that he hath both a feel- 
ing of Sin and Apprehenſion of Mercy; and for this Effect, that 
Miniſters travail with him, by Doctrine and private Inſtruction, 
to bring him hereto, and eſpecially in the Doctrine of Repen- 
tance, which being neglected, the publick Place of Repentance 
is turned into a Mocking. | 


Corruptions in the Perſons and Lives of Miniſters. 

It is ordained, Imo, That ſuch as are light and wanton in 
their Bebaviour, as, 1n Jorgeom and light Apparel, in Speech, 
in, uſing light and profane Company; unlawful Gaming, as, 
Dancing, Carding, Dicing, and ſuch like, not beſeeming the 
Gravity ofa Paſtor, be ſharply and gravely rebuked by the Preſ- 
bytery, according to the Degree thereof; and continuing there- 
in after due Admonition, that he be deprived, as ſlanderous to 
the Goſpel. | 

240, That Miniſters being found Swearers or Banners, Pro- 
faners of the Sabbath, Drunkards, Fighters, guilty of all theſe, 
or any of them, be depoſed ſimpliciter; and ſuch like, Liars, 
Detracters, Flatterers, Breakers of Promiſe, Brawlers and 
Quarrellers, after Admonition, continuing therein, incur the 
fame Puniſhment. 

zo, That Miniſters given to unlawful and incompetent Trades 
and Occupations, for filthy Gain, as holding of — ta- 
| 5 ing 
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king of Ocker beſide Conſcience and good Laws, and bearing 
worldly Offices in Noblemen and Gentlemens Houſes, Mer» 
chandize, and ſuch like; buying of Victual, and keeping it to 
the Dearth; and all ſuch worldly — as may diſtract 
them from their Charge, and may be ſlanderous to the paſto- 
ral Calling, be admoniſhed, and brought ro the acknowledg- 
ing of their Sins, and, if they continue therein, to be depoſed. 
4:0, That Miniſters non-reſident at their Flocks be depoſed, 


. 4 according to the Acts of the General Aſſembly, and Laws of 


the Realm; otherwiſe that the Burden be laid on the Presbyte- 
ries, and they be cenſured therefor. f 
5:0, That Miniſters await not on the Court, and Affairs there- 
of, without the Advice and Allowance of their Presbyteries. 
1:em, That they intend no Action Civil without the ſaid Advice, 
except in ſmall Matters; and that for remedying of the Neceſ- 
ſity that ſome Miniſters have to enter in Plea of Law, that Re- 
medy be craved, That ſhort Procels be deviſed to be uſed in Mi- 
niſters Actions. 
Sto, That Miniſters take ſpecial Care in uſing godly Exerciſes 
in their Families, in teaching of their Wives, Children and Ser-— 
vants; in uſing ordinary Prayers and reading of Scriptures; in 
removing of offenſive Perſons out of their Families, and ſuch 
like other Points of godly Converlation and good. Example; 
and that they, at the Viſitation of their Kirks, try the Miniſters 
Families in theſe Points aforeſaid ; and ſuch as are found negligent 
in theſe Points, after due Admonition, ſhall be judged unmeet 
to govern the Houſe of God, according to the Rule of the Apoſtle. 
7mo, Thar Miniſters, in all Companies, ſtrive to be ſpiritual 
and profitable, and to talk of I hings pertaining to Godlineſs, 
as namely, ſuch as may ſtrengthen them in Chriſt, inſtruct them 
in their Calling, of the Means how to have Chriſt's Kingdom 
better eſtabliſhed in their Congregations, and to know how the 
Goſpel flouriſheth in their Flocks, and ſuch like others; the Hin- 
drances and Remedies that they find, exc. wherein there are ma- 
nifold Corruptions, both in Miniſters companying with them- 
ſelves, and with others; and that the Contraveeners thereof be 
tried and ſharply rebuked. | | 
8v0, That no Miniſter be found to countenance, procure, or 
aſſiſt a publick Offender, challenged by his own Miniſter for 
his publick Oftence, or to bear with him, as though his Miniſter 
were too ſevere upon him, under the Pain of Admonition and 
rebuking, And lay, That all Acts made anent keeping of the 
Aſſemblies be obſerved. Act S.. 23 and 24, Decemb. 17 and 
18. A. 1638, Art. 9. 
. F 2 11. A 
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11. A fall Acknowledgment and Narration of the Enormities 
and Corruptions obſerved in che Miniſtry, the firſt and main 
Sin, reaching both to their perſonal Carriage and Callings, is 
judged to be, not ſtudying how to keep Communion and Fel. 
lowſhip with God in Chriſt ; and more particularly, 


Enormities and Corruptions of Miniſters in their Lives. 


19:0, Much fruitleſs converſing in Company, 24o, Great 
Worldlineſs. 3tzo, Slighting of God's Worſhip in their Fami- 
lies. 4, Want of Gravity in their own Wives and Childrens 
Carriage and Apparel. 5zo, Tipling, and bearing Company in 
untimeous drinking. to, Ditcountenancing, and ſpeaking ill 
of the godly, 


In their Callings. 


As, Imo, Corrupt Entry to the Miniſtry, and entring there. 
to as to a Way of living in the World, and not as to a ſpiritual 
Calling. 2 40, Helping in and holding in inſufficient and ſuſpected 
Men, and keeping the Door ſtraiter upon theſe whom God hath 
ſealed, than upon theſe who have leis Evidence of the Power 
of Grace and Holineſs. 310, Partiality in favouring and ſpcak- 
ing for the ſcandalous, whether Miniſters or others; teaching 
them how to ſhift and delay Cenſures. 670, Idleneſs in the Du- 
ties of their Miniſtry. mo, Want of Zeal and Love to the Con- 
verſion of Souls; preaching ex officio, not ex conſcientia officii, 
; vo, Self ſeeking in preaching. 970, Lifeleſoneſs in preaching z 
not applying the Doctrine to the Auditory and Times. 10m0, 
Indiſcreet curing of the Indiſcretion of pious People and Mini- 
ſters. 11920, Neglect of ſecret wreſtling in Prayer for a Bleſſing 
on their Labours. 

Theſe Enormities are ordained to be tried and reſtrained, and 
for that Purpoſe the Remedies following to be ferioutly follow - 
ed and practiſed; and it is recommended, eſpecially to Presby- 
teries and provincial Aſſeniblies, to make uſe of the ſame in Vis 
ſitation of Kirks and I rial of Presbyteries. 


Remedies of the Enormities and Corruptions of Miniſters. 


Imo, That Presbyteries make great Conſcience to have all ya- 
cant Places within their ſeveral Bounds filled with godly and 
able Men, wherever they be to be found; and, that, under 
Pretence of being an Helper or Second to another, none be ta- 
ken in, but ſuch as are able for the Charge. 240, That Bre- 
thren be more ſerious and faithful in their private Trials in Prel- 


byteries, as they will be anſwerable to Chriſt the chief — 
HR 1ccd ; 
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| ( 4s ) 
herd; and, in a Way previous thereto, that Brethren be free 
in loving Admonition one of another ſecretly from time to time; 
and that whoſoever keeps not the Presbytery or Synod, after 
grave Admonition, may come under further Cenſures. 31, That 
Accuracy be uſed at Viſit ation of Kirks, and that the Elders one 
by one (the reſt being removed) be called in, and examined upon 
Oath, upon the Miniſter's Behaviour in his Calling and Conver- 
ation, 4to0, That Courſe be taken to divide Congregations in 
Parts; and by the Help not only of Elders in their ſeveral Parts, 
but of Neighbours allo, the Evils and Neglects of Perſons and 
Families may be found out and remedied. 5zo, That every Mi- 
niſter be humbled for his former Failings, and make his Peace 
with God, that the more effectually he may preach Repentance, 
and may ſtand in the Gap to turn away the Lord's Wrath, run- 
ning betwixt the Porch and the Altar, ſighing and crying for all 
the Abominations of the Land. 6:0, That ſpecial Care be had, 
that all Miniſters have their Converſation in Heaven, mainly 
minding the Things of God, and exerciſing Faith, for drawing 
Life out of Jeſus Chriſt the Fountain of Life, arming themſelves 
thereby with Power againſt the Contagion and Wickednefs of 
the World. 7mo, That Care be had of godly Conference in Preſ- 
byreries, even in the Time of their Refreſhment, and the Mo- 
derator is to look to it, that good Matter be furniſhed thereto. 
890, That every Miniſter bring home the Word of God to his 
own Heart and Conſcience, by Prayer and Meditation, both be- 
fore and after the publick Ordinance. gu, That Uſe be made 
of the Roll of the Pariſh, not only for Examination, but alſo 
for conſidering the ſeveral Conditions and Diſpoſitions of the 
People, that accordingly they may be admonithed, and parti- 
cularly prayed for by the Miniſter in ſecret. 10m0, That Mi- 
niſters have more Communion among themſelves, for their mu- 
tual ſtirring up and ſtrengthning of their Hands in the Lord's 
Work, and rectifying of theſe who are not corrigible. 1 Imo, 
That Miniſters in all ſorts of Company labour to be fruitful as 
the Salt of the Earth, ſeaſoning them they meet with, not only 
forbearing to drink Healths, (Satan's Snare leading to Exceſs) 
but reproving it in others. 12%, That all Miniſters be careful 
to cheriſh the ſmoaking Flax of weak Beginnings in the Ways 
of God, and covrageouſly oppoſe all Mockers and Revilers of 
the Godly. 13:io, T hat Miniſters, with all Diligence and Faith- 
fulneſs, improve their Miniſtry to the outmoſt, inſtant in Sea- 
fon and out of Seaton, and frugally employ their Time in pri- 
vate, in reading of, and Meditation on the Scriptures, that the 
Word of God may dwell plentifully in them. 1470, That 2 
. on viding 
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viding of the Army with Miniſters be preferred to any Congre. 
gation, and that thoſe who are appointed to attend the ſame, 
and are deficient, be without Delay ſeverely cenſured, accordin 

to the Act Seſſ. 6. June 3. Aſſembly 1644. and that all Miniſters 
in publick and private pray for the Armies, that their Lives being 
reformed, their Hearts and Hands may be ſtrengthened, and 
their Undextakings at laſt bleſſed of God with Succeſs. 15to, 
Both for Corruptions of the Miniſtry, and Remedies thereof, 
Brethren are referred to the forementioned Act of Aſſembly 
1596, revived, as ſaid is, by the Act 1638, above inſert. See 


Sell. 10. June 13, Aſſem. 1646. 
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Duties of Miniſters with reſpect to their Congre- 
gations. 


Concerning Catechiſing, and the Worſhip of God ſecret 
and private in Families. 


J. HAT every Miniſter, heſides his Pains on the Lord's 
Day, ſhall have weekly Catechiſing of ſome Part of 
the Pariſh, and not altogether caſt off the Examina- 
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tion of the People, till a little before the Communion: Alſo t 
that in every Family the Worſhip of God be erected, where it is 
not, both Morning and Evening, and that the Children and Ser- 2 
vants be catechis'd at home by the Maſters of Famili:s, where- E 
of Account ſhall be taken by the Miniſter, and Elders afliſting him c 
in the Viſitation of every Family; and leſt they fail, the Viſita- n 
tion of the ſeveral Kirks be ſeriouſly followed by every Presby- 
ery, for this End among others; the Execution and Succeſs 
whereof being tried by the Synods, to be repreſented to the Ge · o 
neral Aſſembly. A#, Auguſt 30. Aſſem. 1639. 

II. The following Rules and Directions, for cheriſhing of 
Piety, and preventing Diviſion and Schiſm, are approven, and 
Miniſters and Ruling Elders in each Congregation appointcd to fe 
take care that they be obſerved and followed; as likewiſe, that 
Presbyteries and Provincial Synods enquire and make Trial, whe- © 
ther they be duly obſerved in their Bounds, and to reprove and v 
cenſure, according to the Quality of the Offence, ſuch as ſhall L 


be found reprovable or cenſurable therein. And Miniſters and 
Ruling Elders are appointed to make diligent Search and Enqui- 
ry, in the Congregations committed to their Charge reſpectivè, 


whether there be amongſt them any Family or Families, 4 
ule 
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47 ) 
uſe to neglect the neceſſary Duty of Family-worſhip; and if any 
luch Family be found, that the Head of that Family be firſt admo- 
niſhcd privately to amend that Fault, and in caſe of his continuing 
therein, he is to be gravely and ſadly reproved by the Seſſion; 
after which Reproof, if he be found ſtill ro neglect Family-wor- 
ſhip, that, for his Obſtinacy in ſuch an Offence, he be ſuſpended 


and debarred from the Lord's Supper, as being juſt:y eſteemed 
* unworthy to communicate therein, till they amend. 


And the Aſſembly, in this Act, have given moſt wiſe and ho- 


4 ly Directions with reſpect to ſecret and Family-worſhip, which 


they appoint the Miniſters of each Pariſh to enforce the Practice 
of, amongſt the different Perſons and Families under their 
Charge, too long here to be narrated. | 

10. That theſe Exerciſes ought to be performed in great Sin- 
cerity, without Delay, laying aſide all Exerciſes of worldly Bu- 
ſineſs or Hindrance and to this effect, Perſons of Eminency, 
and all the Elders of the Kirk, ought not only to ſtir up them+ 
ſelves and Families to Diligence therein, but alſo to concur efte- 
ctually, that in all other Families where they have Power and 
Charge, the ſaid Exerciſes be conſcionably performed. 

11. Beſides the ordinary Duties which are above mentioned, 
extraordinary Duties, both of Humiliation and Thankſgiving are 
to be carefully performed in Families, when the Lord, by ex- 
traordinary Occaſions, private or publick, calleth for them. 

12. Every Member of the Kirk ought to ſtir up themſelves 
and one another in the Duties of mutual Edification, by Inſtru- 
oe eee Rebuke, and Exhortation to Duty; by 
— ing the feeble minded, and praying with or for one a- 
not her. 


Adi 7. of the General Aſſembly, and Recommendation 
concerning Family-worſhip, Edinburgh, May 11. 
1711. 

He General Aſſembly does earneſtly recommend to Presby- 
teries, to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, that the Worſhip 
of God be ſet up and performed in all its Parts, in the Families 


within their Bounds, according to former Acts of Aſſembly, and 
Directions given concerning the ſame, | 


Act 


( 48 ) 


A 11. 1706, of the General Aſſembly, and Recom- 
. mendation concerning the Admiſſion to the Lord's 
Supper. 


tie General Aſſembly hereby recommends it to the ſeveral 
- 8 Mimſters of this National Church, to take as ſtrict a Tri. 


Nature and End of that Ordinance as a Seal thereof; and charge 
upon their Conſciences the Obligations they ly under from their 
baptiſmal Covenant, and ſeriouſly exhort them to renew the 
fame, | 


AH 6. of the General Aſſembly, and Recommendation 
concerning the Adminiſtration of the Lords s Sup- 
per, Edinburgh, May 16. 1711. 


General Aſſembly conſidering, that in ſome Places the 

4 Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is adminiſtred only in the 

Summer Seaſon, wherethrough People are deprived of the Be- 

nefit of that holy Ordinance during the reſt of the Year; do 

therefore recommend to Presbyteries, to do what they can to 
et it ſo ordered, that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper may 

be adminſte in their Bounds through the ſeveral Months of 
e Year. | 


Act 13. 1697. Concerning Soldiers. 


He General Aflembly unanimouſly did, and hereby do re. 
commend to the reſpective Miniſters, Kirk- ſeſſions and o- 
thers concerned, where any of the King's Forces are, or ſhall be 
ordered to be quartered, to provide them with convenient Seats 
for hearing, and to inſpe& and notice them as they do other 
Pariſhioners, during their Abode there; that they attend Ordi- 
nances and walk inoffenſively, and if need be, to apply to the 
commanding Officers, for taking care that inferior Officers and 
Soldiers attend Ordinances, and walk inoffenſively. 


Silence of Miniſters at the Sins of great Perſonages in 
| their Congregation. 


7 ths every Miniſter do, by the Word of Wiſdom, apply his 


Doctrine faithfully againſt the publick Sins and Corrupt 
= on 


al as can be of ſuch as they admit to the Lord's Supper, eſpecially 
before their fit ſt Admiſſion thereto, and that they diligently in- 
ſtruct them particularly as to the Covenant of Grace, and the 
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(a ) 
ons of the Times, and particularly againſt the Sins and Scahdals 
in that Congregation where he lives, 8 to the Act of 
5 the Aſſembly, appointing, that ſuch as ſhall be found not b 
* ing their Doctrine to Corruptions, which is the paſtoral Gitrz 
or be found cold, and wanting 2 Zeal; or Flatterets, and 
ral diſſembling publick Sins, eſpecially of great Perſonages in theib 
| Congregarions, ſhall be cenſured according to the Degree of tlie 


vo OY 

ly Fault, and if continuing therein ſhall be depoſed, according to 
n. the Act, Scil. 10. June 13. Aſſem. 1646. and ſuch as neglect 
he! this Duty are ordered to be tenſured by their Presbyteries, and 
ge that conform. to the foreſaid Acts: That the main current of Ap- 
ir lications in Sermons run along againſt the Evils that prevail at 
ne e and namely, againſt the Contempt of the Word, againſt 


all Profaneneſs: And tis recommended to the ſeveral Presbyte- 
teries and Provincial Synods, that they may make ſpecial Enquitj 
and Trial concerning all the Miniſters in their Bounds. and if they 
be found too ſparing, general or ambiguous in the forelaid Ap- 
plications and Reproofs, that they be ſharply rebuked, dealt 
with, and warned to amend, under pain of Suſpenſion from 
their Miniſtry ; and if they amend not, that ſuch Miniſters be 
ſuſpended by their Presby teries, and in cafe of their Negligente, 
by the Synods, until the then next Aſſembly : But if there be a- 
ny who do neglect and omit ſuch Applications and Reproofs, 


- and continue in ſuch Negligence, after Admonition and dealing 
/ with them, they are ordered to be cited, and after due Trial of 
f the Offence, to be depoſed according to the Act June 13. 1646. 


and Act Sell. 26. Aſſem. 1648. 


bedience of Miniſters to Appointments of the Aſs 
| ſembly, Edinburgh, January 8. 1697. 


| TI. General Aſſembly conſidering, how much it is the DuZ 
ty of all the Miniſters of this Church, to give punctual 

and exemplary Obedience to all the Acts and Appointments of 

the Aſſemblies thereof do therefore, in the Fear of the Lord, 
obreſt and beſcech ail Miniſters to be diligent and faithful in their 
Performance of what is appointed them; and do appeint, that 


in caſe any Miniſter ſhall not exactly and timeoaſly petform 


their reſpective Appointments. that they ſhall be fu ſpended from 

the Excrcile of their Miniftry for the Space of three Months by 

their re{peRive Presbyteries, ſo ſoon as they begin to negleck 

their Duty; and the General * do require the * 
| | to 


Ad 8th of the General Aſſembly, for the puns] Os 4 
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tors of the ſeveral Presbyteries to move and propoſe to the Pref: 
byteries to proceed to infli the Cenſure above appointed with. 
out Delay; and incaſe any Moderator ſhall neglect and delay the 
Performance of his Duty hereby required, that the ſaid Mode. 
rator be ſuſpended from the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry by the next 
enſuing Synod of the Bounds for the Space of three Months. 


Seventh Act of the General Aſſembly 1697. 


Al anent Family-worſbip, and cenſuring Ruling El- 
ders and Deacons who neglect the ſame. 


FT He General Aſſembly conſidering, how neceſſary a Duty it 

is, that the Worſhip of God, and calling upon his Name, 

be daily performed in all Families, do recommend it to Miniſters 

and Elders in each Congregation, to take care thereof: And it 

being the Duty of all Ruling Elders and Deacons to be exempla- 

ry herein; the Aſſembly renews and confirms the Act of Aflems 

* bly 1694, made againſt Profaneneſs, recommending, that none 

1 be Ruling Elders, who make not Conſcience of this unqueſtion- 

able Duty: And do likewiſe appoint, that in caſe any Elders or 

_ Deacons ſhall neglect to worſhip God in their Families, by them- 

1 ſelves or others appointed for that effect, that they be ſeriouſſy 

admoniſhed to amend, and if need be, rebuked for the ſame; 

and if, notwithſtanding of Admonitions and Rebukes of the Mi- 

niſter and other Elders, any Elder or Deacon continue obſtinate 

in their Neglect, that ſuch Elder or Deacon be removed from 

his Office by the Presbytery. And appoint this Act to be read 

"ol in all the Churches yearly, as alſo the ſaid thirteenth Act of the 

* =o ne 1694 againſt Profaneneſs, and upon the firſt Sabbath 
= of May. 


2.28. 
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And likewiſe AF gth of the General Aſſembly 1722, 

' #ntituled, Act againſt Profaneneſs, and concer- 

ning the Duty of Elders and Deacons. At E- 
dinburgh, 224 May 1722. Se.. 11. 


fr General Aſſembly being deeply affected with the great 
= Decay of Chriſtian Piery amongſt all Ranks, and the aboun- 
= ding of Vice and Immorality, the Neglect of publick Ordinan- 
cCeces. and Profanation of the Lord's Day; and conſidering that 
Slackneſs and Partiality in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and Un- 


tenderneſs in the Walk and Converſation of the Office- bearer 9 
i 92 ET this 
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theſe Evils: Therefore the General Aſſembly do earneſtly beſeech. 
exhorr and require all Miniſters to take heed to themſelves, and 
to their Doctrine, and to be exemplary to their People in Sobri- 


ety, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, abſtaining from all Appearance \ 


of Evil: And in like manner, the General Aſſembly do earneſtly 
beſeech, exhort and require Elders and Deacons to be faithful 
in the Diſcharge of their reſpective Offices, tender and circum» 
ſpect in their Walk, and punctual in their attending upon Or- 

dinances, and ſtrict in their Obſervation of the Lord's Day, and 


in regularly keeping up the Worſhip of God in their Families. 


And the General Aſſembly appoints the ſudicatories of the 
Church to take good heed, that none be admitted to, or conti- 
nued in theſe Offices, bur ſuch as are found qualified, and do be- 
have themſelves as above required: And appoints Kirk ſeſſions, 
Presbyteries and Synods, ſtrictly and impartially, without re- 
ſpect of Perſons, to obſerve this and former Acts of Aſſembly re- 
lative to Office-bearers in this Church: And appoints Presbyte- 
ries, at their privy Cenſures, to enquire into the Behaviour of 
their Members, and of, all the Elders and Deacons in their 
Bounds, with reſpect to the Premiſſes: And appoints Synods to 
enquire into the Conduct of Presbyteries, and both Synods and 


Presbyteries to record their Diligence herein, that the ſame may 


be reported to General Aſſemblies by the Viſitors of Synods 
Books. And laſtly, the General Aſſembly appoints this Act to 
be read in all Pariſh Churches, on or before the firſt Sabbath of 
Auguſt next, and for that End ordains Copies thereof to be print- 


ed, and timeoufly tranſmitted. 


AS 7th of the General Aſſembly, concerning the Du- 
ualifications of Ruling Elders. Edin- 


ties and ©, 
burgh, May 18. 1727. 


He General Aſſembly finding, that the Acts of Aſſembly, 
made with reſpe& to the Duties and Qualifications of EL 
ders, are not ſo duly obſerved as they ought to be, do there- 


fore enjoin the ſeveral Presbyteries of this Church to have a 


ſtrift Regard to what is required, as to the Duties and Qualifi- 


cations of Elders, by the Ninth Act of the General Aſſembly held 


in the Year 1722, eſpecially in chuſing of Elders to repreſent 
them in General Afſemblies, and in atteſting the Commiſſions 
of ſuch as are choſen, either by themſelves, by Univerſities, or 


by Royal Burghs, 
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this Church, cannot but greatly contribute to the Increaſe of 


= 


ing the Youth, Act, Se 23, 24. Dec. 17, 18. Aſſ. 1638. Act 3. 


* T Ne General Aſſembly recommends to all Presbyteries to be 


: wor 


(#2). 


Precbyteriis their Duty, 70 apply 70 Magifirates 4. m 
. gainſi Vice, &c. 


a th 
Resbyteries and Miniſters reſpectivè are ordained to be dil. Sy 
gent, by all means, in procuring the full exact Execution ck 
of all Acts of Parliament made againſt Non-communicants and 
excommunicated Perſons, and other Acts containing pecunial 
Pains for reſtraining of Vice and advancing Piety; and for up. 4 
lifting the ſaid Penalties contained in the ſame, and for faithful 
Employment thereof upon pious Uſes; and that every Preyby- 
tery report their Diligence . ycarly to the General Allem- 
blies. Sf. 7, June 4. A. 1644. 4 
Recammendation and Af concerning Schoolmaſters, 1 
| f n 
&c, Edinburgh, April 13. 1706. e 
* V 
He General Aſſembly recommends. it to Presbyteries, to b 
take ſpecial Care that all the Schoolmaſters within their p 
Bounds be ſuch as have ſubſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith; and p 
that Presbyterics do viſit all the publick Grammar-{cho6ls with- 
in their Bounds, by ſome of their Number appointed for hat - 


Effect, ar leaſt twice every Year; and allo appoints Synods, at 
their privy Cenſures, tꝭ enquire at Presbytcrics how they have 
obcyed this Recommendation. 


Anent Viſitation of Pariſhes. | 
* Viſitation of particular Kirks within Presbyteries be 


1 made once every Year, and hat thercat a Care be had, a- 
mongſt otber Things, that it be, tricd how domeſtick Excreiſes 
of Religion are exerciſed in particular Families, and what means 
there is in every Pariſh in Land ward for catechifing and inſtruct— 

| 


AG 224 of the General Aſſembly 1700, and Recom- 
mendation anent Mortiſſcatious, and Viſitation of 


Pariſhes. 6: 


diligent and careful in vilitiug the Pariſhes within their 
Bouncds, 


* 
4 
+» 
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Bounds, and take particular Notice how all Sums of Money 
3. mortified, or other wiſe belonging to the Poor of the Pariſh, 
| have been managed and applied from time to time; aid if they 
ſhall find any Dilapidations of any ſuch Sums, that theſe guilty 
thereof may be purſued according to Law; and that the ſcveral 
Synods take account of the Presbyteries within their Bounds, of 


their Diligence therein. 


Ati 16th of the General Aſſembly 1706, and Recom- 
mendation concerning Viſitation of Pariſhes, and al- 
fo Miniſterial Viſitation of Families. 


of hope General Aſſembly conſidering that frequent Presbyteri- 
al Viſitation ot Pariſhes would be of great Advantage to 
the Church, and might tend much to promote Piety and Holi- 
nels and ſuppreſs Sin, do therefore ſeriouſſy recommend to, and 
enjoin Presbyteries to be more frequent and conſcientious in 
viſiting Pariſhes, conform to the Acts of former General Aſſem- 
blies thereanent; and appoints the Commiſſion to draw up and 
prepare a Directory for miniſterial Viſication of Families, and 


prelent the ſame to the next General Aſſembly. 


Adi gth of the General Aſſembly. 1700, anent revi- 
ing of the Regifters of Church Fudicatories, E- 
dinburgh, Feb. 16. 1700, 


1 General Aſſembly taking to their Conſideration the O- = 
verture tranſmitted by the late General Aſſembly to Preſ- 7 
byteries, concerning the reviſing of the Regiſters of Church Ju- 
dicatories, and having heard the ſame ſeveral times read in their 
own Preſence, as alſo having heard the Report of the Commit- 
tee for Overtures concerning the Opinions of Presbyteries theres 
anent; and the General Aflembly conſidering the great Import 
to this Church, that all its Regiſters be exact, and well kept, 
do require all provincial Synods and Presbyterics, to be carctul # 
in rcvifing of the Regiſters of the Judicatories under their imme-- 
diate Inſpection, and that they appoint a competent Number of "MM 
the moſt fit and experienced Miniſters for that Work; and when : 
they find nothing to challenge in any Regiſter, they give the 
lame the Atteſtation following, viz. 

The provincial Synod of having heard the Report 


of thefe appointed to reviſe the Presbyiery-book of 


and 


* « 
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2 1 : : 


= -/ un) | 
= und having heard their Remarks thereupon, and the ſaid Presby. 
teryꝰs Anſwer thereto; and it having been enquired by the Mo. 
derator, if any other had any Complaints to make againſt the 
Ackings of the ſaid Presbytery, and nothing appearing cenſurable, 
ordered the Clerk to atteſt this in their Presbytery-book. 

2B And ſo for the Regiſters of provincial Synods and Kirk ſeſſi. 
= ons, mutatis mutandis; but if there be any thing truly cenſur. 

44 able in the ſaid Book, and in itſelf material, with reſpect to Dif. 
cipline, that it be recorded as cenſured, both in the Synod book 
and Atteſtation. ; 


AT 17th of the General Aſſembly 1694, anent Ex- 
erciſe and Addition, privy Cenſures, and Burſars 
of T heoleg y. 


T*. General Aſſembly doth earneſtly recommend to the ſe- 
veral Presbyteries within this Church, to ſer up the Uſe 
of Exerciſe and Addition, as allo that of privy Cenſures, con- 
form to the ancient Practice of this Church, and appoints their 
Diligence therein to be recorded in their reſpective Regiſters. 
And ſiklike, the General Aſſembly hereby recommends to the 
ſeveral Presbyteries, that they be careful to keep and maintain 
Burlars of Theology, conform to the ancient Practice, and the 
Acts of former General Aſſemblies made thereanent. 


— — — —_ 
— 
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ACTS of General Aſſembly againſt IxPIE Ty 
and PROFANENESS. 


Edinburgh, April 16. 16 94. poſt meridiem, Seſſ. 14. 


HE General Aſſembly of this. National Church, taking in- 
to ſerious Conſideration how much God is diſhonoured 4 
by the Impiety and Profaneneſs that aboundeth in this Nation, 
in profane and idle (wearing, curſing, Sabbath-breaking, Ne- F 
gle& and Contempt of Goſpel Ordinances, mocking of Piety 
and religious Exerciſes, Fornication, Adultery, Drunkennels, 
Blaſphemy, and other groſs and abominable Sins and Vices, 
and how much it concerns the Honour and Glory of God, that 
the ſame be reſtrained and ſuppreſſed, and that Virtue and God- 
lineſs be encouraged, and alſo what may be the . + 
| thele 


theſe deteſtable Sins; doth therefore exhort and require, that 
Miniſters, and all who fear God, have on their Hearts a deep 
Humbling, and Soul · affecting Senſe of theſe Evils, and be much 
in Prayer and Supplication before God on this Account, and 
that x pr Miniſters of this Church preach plainly and faithtul- 
ly againſt theſe Vices, and denounce the threatned Judgments 
of God againſt ſuch evit Doers, and. deal earneſtly and much 
with their Conſciences, to bring them to Conviction and Senſe 
of their Sin and Danger. As alſo the General Aſſembly —_— 
hat Church Judicatories do faithfully exerciſe Church diſci- 
pline againſt all ſuch ſcandalous Offenders, with that Gravity, 
Prudence, and Meekneſs of Wiſdom, as, by the Bleſſing of God, 
may prove an effectual means of reforming and recovering the 
Guilty, and of preventing the like Sins in others. 

And farther, the General Aſſembly requires, that Care be ta- 
ken in the receiving of Servants, that they have Teſtimonials of 
their honeſt and Chriſtian Behaviour; and that the ſame be re- 
—_ of all others, who flit and remove from one Pariſh to an- 
other, 

And alſo the General Aſſembly appoints, That the Miniſters 
and Elders in each Congregation tale care, that the Worſhip of 

God be performed in the ſeveral Families thereof; and if any 
Family be found which neglecteth this neceſſary Duty, the Head 
of that Family is to be grzvely, ſeriouſly and earneſtly admoni- 
ſhed, until he amend his Fault; and recommends to Miniſters and 
Kirk-ſeſſions, that none be Ruling Elders who make not Conſci- 
ence of this neceſſary and unqueſtionable Duty; and that no 
proſly ignorant and ſcandalous Perſon be admitted to the Lord's 
able. 

And likewiſe the General Aſſembly recommends to all Mini- 
feers and Kirł ſeſſions, that they carefully apply to the ſeveral 
Magiſtrates of their Bounds, that the Acts of Parliament againſt 
Profaneneſs may be put in Execution, and particularly the Act 
of Parliament June 15. 1693, intituled, Act againſt Profaneneſs. 

And laſfily, the General Aſſembly ordains, that this preſent 
Act be publickly read and intimate in all Churches. 


Sorts of Vice, Edinburgh, Jan. 11. poſt meridi- 
em, Sell. 8. 1697. 
1 General Aſſembly of this National Church taking to 


their moſt ſerious Conſideration, that nutwichſtanding 5 
the 


Ad of General Aſſembly againſt Profanity and all : 


the weighty Commands and dreadtul Threatnings contained in 
the Scriptures of Truth, and the many laudable Chriſtian Law; 
of this Nation, and the Acts of the Genera Aſſemblies of this 
Church. againſt all Impiety and Profaneneſs; yet the open Out. 
breakings of Wickednels are not reſtrained, but God is daily 
diſhonoured and provoked, the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity dil. 
credited, and the pernicious Infection of ill Example diſſemi. 
nated and ſpread abroad. by the abounding Scandals of profane | 
and idle ſwear;”g, curſing, Sabbath breaking, profane with. 
drawing from, and Contempt of Goſpel Ordinances, yca op- 
poſing the diſpenſing of them, by hindring theplanting of Chur. 
ches, and diſcouraging the Endeavours of others for calling and 
fixing a faichtul Goſpel Miniſtry among them, mocking ot Þic- 
ty and Religion and the Exerciſes thereof, Fornication, Adu!. 
tery, Drunkenneſs, exceſſive tipling, Deiſny, Blaſphemy, and 
other groſs abominable Sins: And whereas not only did the] 
General Aſſembly, by their Act April 16. 1694, recommend to 
all Miniſters aud Kirk ſeſſions, carefully to apply to the ſeveral il 
Magiſtrates of their Bounds, for putting Acts of Parliament a- 
gainſt Profaneneſs in Execution, but likewiſe this current Parlia- 
ment hath, by their As, intituled, againſt Profaneneſs, June 
15. 1693 Junem g. 169. and Cctober 9. 1696. declared, That | 
Miniſters, Kirk ſeſſions and Presbyteries, ſhall by themſelves, or 
others in their Name, have good Intereſt to apply for, and pur- 
fue the Execution of the ſaid Acts. And albeit Execution is or- 
dained to paſs at the Inſtance of any Perſon whatſomever, yet it 
being eſpecially incumbent upon Miniſters and Church Judica- 
tories to hold hand thereto; therefore that this National Aſlem- 
bly may not be wanting to their Duty, in contributing their ut- 
moſt Endeavours for bearing down and puniſhing-of all Immo- 
rality and Wickedneſs, they do in the firſt place, in the Awe 
and Dread of the great God, who will not hold them guilileſs 
that break any of his Commandments, beſeech. warn and obteſt 
all the People of this Church and Nation, to break off their 
Sins by Repentance, and ſeriouſly, in the Fear of the Lord, to 
apply themſelves to a ſober, conſcientious, Chriſtian and cir- 
cumſpect Walk in all manner of Converſation, as becomes the 
Profeſſors of the glorions Goſpel ot the bleſſed God, and of that 
Religion which is pure and undefiled, and as they would not 
incur the heavy Diſpleaſure and juſt Indignation of the holy One, 
in being excluded for ever from ſeeing his Face in Peace, and 
| down his temporal ſudgments upon themſelves. and upon 
| the Land. And next, They do require all the Miniſters of this 
Church freely and faithfully to preach againſt the une 
» | * 
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ed enormous Sins, as the crying Sins of the Time, that People 
may be brought to a Conviction and Senſe of their Heinouſneſs 
and Danger, and may refrain not only for Fear, but from Con- 
ſcience. And farther they do appoint, That Presbyteries and 
Kir. ſeſſons do faithfully and impartially exerciſe Church diſci- 
pline againſt all ſuch ſcandalous Offenders, and uſe all ſuitable 
Means in dealing with their Conſciences, to bring them to un- 
feigned Repentance and Reformation; and they ſeriouſſy recom« 
mend to Miniſters and Members of Xirk ſeſſions, from a true Zeal 
for God, to hold hand to the delating, informing againſt, and 
puniſhing of all profane Tranſgreſſors, without Reſpect of Perſons, 
by Civil Puniſhments, conform to the Acts of Parliament made 
in that behalf; and that they record their Diligence in their Seſ- 
ſion-books, that the ſame may be ſeen by their Presbyteries, who 
are hereby required to make Enquiry therein at their Vſitations. 
And leſt any may be found backward in performing their reſpe- 
five Duties, from an Unwillingnels to diſpleaſe or diſoblige Per- 
ſons of Note, who may happen to be guilty, the General Aſſem- 
bly earneſtly exhorts all Miniſters arid Elders, and all Chriſtians, 
to remember that in this Matter they have to do with the great 
and terrible God, whoſe Honour is to be preferred, and whoſe 
Wrath is to be feared, before all other Conſiderations whatſom- 
ever. And they overture, that whatever Minifler or Member of 
Seſſion be found faulty, in neglecting to purſue the foreſaid Scan- 
dals in their Stations, the ſaid Miniſter or Member of Seſſion be 
complained of, and cenſured by the Presbytery ſor the firſt Fault, 
and that the Cenſure be recorded; and that the ſecond Negli- 
gence be delated to, and cenſured by the Synod; and that for 
the third Neglect they be cenſured by the Sy nod, with Suſpen ſion 
to be recorded in the Synod Regiſter. And albeit the Genera 
Aſſembly hath full Confidence in the Integrity and Zeal of all 
honeſt Chriſtian Magiſtrates, and that they will with Firmneſs 


and Reſolution make Conſcience of the Obligations of their Of- 
. fice, and faithfully diſcharge the Truſt committed to them by 


God, and the ſupreme Authority of this Nation; yet becauſe a 
Slackneſs or Backwardneſs may fall out in ſome particular Pla- 
ces, and there hath been hitherto a moſt lamentable Defective- 
neſs in putting the Laws againſt Profaneneſs to Execution, and 
ſome have refuſed to give Deputations and Commiſſions for 
that End; to Perſons who have been duly nominated and pre- 
ſented to them; therefore the General Aſſembly doth recom- 
mend to each Miniſter or Kirk-ſeſſion, who ſhall find Cauſe to 
complain of a —_—_ for Negligence in executing the Mid 
1 


Laws, or for refuſing Deputation and Commiſſion to ſuch Per- 
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ſons as are duly elected and repreſented to them, (from Pariſhes 
where there is no ordinary Magiſtrate reſiding) conform to the 
above mentioned Act of Parliament, October 9. 1696, That they 
acquaint their Presbyteries therewith, and that the ſaid Presby- 
tery, having uſed all previous means in dealing with the Con- 
ſcience of the ſaid Magiſtrate without any good Effect, do, with 
the Kirk Agent thereafter, purſue the ſaid negligent or refra- 
Qory Magiſtrate before the Lords of Council and Seſſion, ac- 
cording to the foreſaid Acts of Parliament. And laſtly, That 
theſe Preſents be read in all Churches within this Kingdom twice 


2 Year, from the Pulpit, to wit, upon the firſt Sabbath after 


Whitſunday and Martinmas yearly. 


Seventh Ad of the General Aſſembly againſt Profane- 
neſs. At Edinburgh, January 30. 1699. ante 
meridiem, Sell. 9. 


2 General Aſſembly taking to their Conſideration the O- 


vertures againſt Profaneneſs, paſt by the laſt Aſſembly, Ja- 
nuary 24. 1698. Seſſ. 15. and having heard the Report of Com- 
miſſioners preſent, from the ſeveral Presbyteries of this Natio- 
nal Church, to whom the Conſideration of the ſaid Overtures 
were recommended; and the General Aſſembly being well and 
ripely adviſed thereanent, did by their Vote, and hereby do 
— of theſe Overtures after mentioned, whereof the Tenor 
follows: 
1f, The General Aſſembly confidering the lamentable Growth 
of Profanity, Ignorance and Irreligion, that is roo manifeſt in 
this Land, and the woful Decay of the Life and Power of God. 
lineſs, with the ſmall Succeſs of the Goſpel that is to be obſer- 
ved every where at this Time, the General Aſſembly, in a deep 


Fenſe of theſe Things, and for the remedying of them, do in the 


frft place, in the Awe and Dread of God, beſeech and require 
all Miniſters, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and our 


gathering together unto him, that they take heed to themſelves, 


and to their Doctrine, and endeavour to be Enſamples to the 
People in all Piety, Putity and Holineſs, in all manner of Con- 
verlation. | 

241y, That they be frequent and fervent in ſecret Prayer for 
themſelves and the People committed to them, joining ſomerime 
Faſting with Prayer. And the General Aſſembly recommends 
to Miriſters and Elders, in their ſeveral Pariſhes, and Miniſters 


in their ſeveral Presbyteries, to meet ſometimes together in their 
| Par i- 
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Pariſhes and Presbyteries reſpectivè, for private Faſling, and 
Prayer, and Conference, anent the State of the Church, and 
that part of it in which they have ſpecial Intereſt, with reſpe& 
to the Growth or Decay of Godlineſs, and Succeſs of the Goſ- 
pel therein. : | f 

34ly, That Presbyteries be more accurate in managing their 

rivy Cenſures, and that a Day be ſer apart to that purpoſe on- 
y, and ſpent in Faſting and Prayer together. | 

4thly, That Presbyreries be very cautious in admitting Intrants 
to the Miniſtry, and be accurate and exact in the Trial not only 
of their Literature, but of their Piety, Prudence, and former 
godly Converſation and Walk. 

5thly, That Miniſters be painful in catechizing, frequent in 
viſiting of Families, and in private perſonal Conference with 
theſe of their Charge, about the State of their Souls; and that 
Miniſters be more frequent in Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup» 
per, and always edifying in their Converſe and Diſcourſe; and 
that they deal with Heads of Families to engage them to Piety, 
and a Care to reform their Families, and to ſer up and to ke 
up the Worſhip of God therein; and in particular, that Mini- 
ſters endeavour, by all prudent and gaining ©-ofpel Methods, to 
engage Perſons of Honour and Power to fall in love with Ho- 
linels, and reckon it, as indeed it is, their greateſt Honour. 
And that in dealing with ſuch of them as are vitious, an humble 
and yet holy Boldneſs and Zeal be uſed en admonithing them, in 
order to their Recovery; and that herein Presbyteries appoint 
ſome others of their Number to concur with the Miniſter of the 
place, as may be moſt for Edification. 

6:hly, The General Aflembly recommends to the Kirk: ſeſſions 
and Presbyteries, the vigorous, impartial, and yet prudent Ex» 
erciſe of Church. diſcipline againſt all Immorality, eſpecially 
Drunkenneſs and Filthineſs, curſing and ſwearing, and profa- 
ning the Lord's Day, which too much abound ; and that they 
apply to the Magiſtrate for the Execution of the good Laws made 
againſt Immorality and Profaneneſs. | 

7thly, Thar ſeeing it is obſerved, that in Burghs, eſpecially 


theſe of greateſt Reſort, as Edinburgh, many fit too late in Ta>— | 


verns, eſpecially on the Saturday's Night, and Men of Buſineſs 
pretend they do it for Relaxation of their Minds, through which 
ſome neglect the publick Worſhip on the Lord's Day in the Fore» 
noon, and others attend the, Worſhip drouſily; therefore the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly — to aH Miniſters, where ſuch ſinful 
Cuſtoms are, to repreſent to the People, both publickly and pri- 


vately, the Sin and Evil thereof, and to call them to redeem that 
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Time which they have free from Buſineſs, and to emloy it for 
Converſe with God about their Souls State and in Preparation 
for the Sabbath, which will yield more Delight than all ſenſual 
Pleaſures can do. « 

And the General Aſſembly beſeecheth and exhorteth all Ma- 
giſtrates of Burghs to be aſſiſtant to Miniſters in enquiring into, 
and reforming ſuch Abuſeg. 

And ſiklike, the General Aſſembly revives the Act of the Ge. 
neral Aſſembly, dated the 11th January 1697. Seſſ. 8. intitulcd, 
Act againſt Profaneneſs, and approves of the Qverture-thercin 
contained anent renſuring ſuch Miniſters and Members of &. li. 
ons, as are negligent in purſuing Scandals. f 
And the General Aſſembly recommends and enacts the punctu- 
al Obſervation of the ſaid Acts and Overtures, and Obedience theres 
to by all Presbyteries, Miniſters, Elders and Seſſions, as they are 
concerned, in their ſeveral Stalions, as they will be anſwerable. 


* 


s gth, againft Profanation of the Lord's Day. E- 
dinburgh, April 10. 1705. Ante Meridien, Sell. 12. 


_ | R 
* _—_ General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious Conſideration 
= the great Profanation of the Lord's Day, by Multitudes of 
| People vaguing idly upon the Streets of the City of Edinburgh, 
Pier and Shore of Leith, in St. Anne's Yards, and the Queen's 
Park, and in divers Places of the .f. Kir Pariſh, and on the 
Links of Leith, and other Places, eſpecially about Edinburgh, 
and rhat by Perſons of all Ranks, many whereof are Strangers, 
as the ſame hath been repreſented to them by the Commiſſioners 
from the Presbytcry of Edinburgh, in the Name and by the Ap- 
pointment of that Presbytery : And conſidering alſo what hath 
been repreſented by ſeveral Brethren, anent the Profanation of the 
Lord's Day in other Places of the Nation, by unnecellaty tra- 
velling and otherwiſe; and the General Atſcmbly being deeply 
ſenſible of the great Diſhonour done to the holy God, and of 
the open Contempt of God and Man. manifeſted by ſuch hca- 
ven-daring Profaneneſs, to the expoſing of the Nation to the 
heavieſt Judgment: Therefore they do, in the Fear of God cat» 
neſtiy exhort all their Reverend brethren of the Miniſtry, and 
other Officers of the Church, to contribute their utmoſt Endea- 
vours in their Stations, for ſuppreſling ſuch groſs Profanation 
of the Lord's Day, by a vigorous and impartial, yet prudent Exer- 
ciſe of the Diſcipline of the Church, and by holding hand to the 
Exccution of the laudable Laws of the Nation againſt the Guilty, 
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in ſuch Way and Manner, as is allowed and required by Law. 
And becauſe the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Govern- 
ment will be abſolutely neceſſary, for the better curbing and re- 
ſtraining this crying Sin, the General Aſſembly do hereby appoint 
their Commiſſion, to be nominate by them, to addreſs the Right 
Honourable the Lords of Her Majeſty*s Privy Council, Ss 
their Lordſhips may be pleaſed to give ſuch Orders, and take 
ſuch Courſes for reſtraining thoſe Abuſes, as they in their Wiſe 


dom ſhall judge moſt effectual. 


And in the 12th Act of the General Aſſembly 1708, intituled, 


An Act for the better Obſervation of the Lord's Day, 


The Aſſembly therein appoints two or three of each Presby- 


tery to attend the Lords Commiſſioners of ſuſticiar y, at their 


firſt Circuit that falls to be in their Bounds, and to repreſent to 


their Lordſhips the Profanation of the Lord's Day by the forelaid 


wicked and ſinful Practices. And they do in the mean time en- 
join all the Miniſters of this Church, from their Pulpits to ad- 
vertiſe their People, among whom ſuch Practices are, of the 
great Hazard their immortal Souls are in by ſuch Courſes, and 
that if they continue therein. there will be a Nceſſity to repre- 
ſent to the Lords ſuſtices all Franſgreſſors of the Laws made a- 
gainſt profaning of the Sabbath. and warn them to abſtain 
therefrom in time coming. And further, the General Aſſembly 
enjoins Miniſters and Church Judicatories to take care, that for- 


mer Acts of a ſſembly, made againſt the Breach of the Lord's *' | 


Day be obſerved, and not only to proceed with Eccleſia/tick 
Cenſures, but to apply to the Juſcices of Peace in their Bounds, 
and other Magiſtrates. for putting in Execution the good Laws 
alrcady made againſt the Breach of the Sabbath, and other Im- 
moralitics. 


* 


Ad th of the General Aſſembly, ewing the Sin and 


Evil of running unentred Goods; and of the Per- 
juries at the Cuſtom-houſes in Matters of Trade. 
Edinburgh, May 22. 1719. 


=" General Afſembiy taking into their ſerious Conſideration 
the many Sins and Scandals that are occaſioned in this 
Nation, eſpecial y upon the Sea Coaſts thereof, by the runnin 

of uncuſtomed Goods, to the great Diſcouragemènt and Detri- 
ment of all fair Traders. The multiplied Perjuries that ſome 
Shipmaſters, Merchants and others, become guilty of in his 
Majeſty's Cuſtom houſes, through this unlawful and unwar- 
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* 
rantable Practice, to the great Diſhonour of God, the Reproach 
of the Chriſtian Name and Character, and to the wounding and 
ruining of precious Souls; the dreadful Profanation of the Lords 
Day, that theſe impious Courſes do lead Seamen, Farmers, 
Merchants, and others of their Aſſiſtants to, in tranſporting and 
hiding of their Goods on the Sabbath; and that all this is attended 
with Lorrid lying and Diſſimulation, with beaſtly Drunkenne!; 
and ſtealing; the Perſons who help to carry off theſe unentred 
Goods, and are diſpoſed, through influence, Friendſhip and Mo. 
ney, to lodge and conceal them, reckoning it a ſmall Offence 
and Sin, if any, to take a Share of them to themſelves: And 
that ſuch Practices are ſometimes the Occaſion of 5 hting, beat. 
ing. Slaughter and Blood, and do not a little leſſen bis Majelty's 
juſt Revenues, that by the Laws of God, and Laws of the 
Land, his Majeſty's trading Subjects (under his Protection) are 
obliged to render to him for Conſcience Sake, in Obedience to the 
Commands of God's holy Word, that we ſhould render to Ce. 
far the things that are Ceſar's, aud to God the things that are 
God's, Mat. xxii. 2 1. and to give tribute to whom#tribute is due, 
cuſtom to whom cuſtom, & c. Rom. xiii. 7. DO judge themlclves 
bound in Duty and Conſcience, to warn all Men of the Sin, E- 
vil and Danger of ſuch Courſes; and they ſtrictly enjoin all Mi- 
niſters, eſpecially thoſe whom the Providence of God has fixcd 
in Sca Trading Towns and Places, to repreſent to the People 
and Hearers the great Impicty and monſtrous Wickednefs of ſuch 
|. Methods to gain this World, to the endangering of their Souls: 
And as rs, wa Accels ſeriouſly to deal with the Conſciences 
of ſuch as they have Ground to ſuſpect guilty in this Matter, 
and to ſhew to them the Evil of their Ways, earneſtly beſeeching 
and obteſting them, in the Fear of God, and from the Conſide- 
ration of a future Judgment, to abſtain from ſuch crying Sins 
and deadly Courſes, that cannot but juſtly provoke a holy God 
to deny them Succeſs in their Enterprizes and Undertakings, 
to leſſen their Means, and to ſend heavy Judgmenrs upon them; 
that are ſo contrary to divine Laws, and inconſiſtent with Chiti. 
ſtians, their Profeſſions and Engagements to the moſt high God; 
that have ſo plain a Tendency to ruin their Souls, and to draw 
down the Wrath of God upon them and theits, and that ſerve 
ſo palpably to debauch the Conſciences and Morals of ſo many 
in the Country, and to involve others in Guilt with them{clves, 
by bribing and otherwiſe. And the General Aſſembly ordains 
chis AR to be once read in all the Churches in Scotland, and ſo 
often in particular Pariſhes, as the Prudence of Miniſters ſhall 
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AZ 111b of the General Aſſembly, concerning Beg - 
gars. Edinburgh, May 22. 1711. 


He General Aſlembly recommends to Presbyteries, to ap- 
ply to the Juſtices of the Peace and others, Magiſtrates, 


ty 


to put in Execution the Laws concerning the Poor and vagrant _— 


Beggars, and providing Work and Maintenance for them. 


AG ytb of the General Aſſembly, concerning vagrant 
Beggars, Maintenance of the Poor, and Recommen- 


dations for Charity. Edinburgh, May 26. 1724. 


$ Hger General Aſſembly does inſtruct their Commiſſion to 
conſider what may be proper for Miniſters and Church 


Judicatories, in their ſeveral Capacities, to do, for maintaining 


of the Poor, and reſtraining of vagrant Beggars, in their re- 


ſpective Bounds. And in the mean ume, the Aſſembly recom- 


mendsò it to Miniſters and Kirk ſeſſions, Presbyteries and Synods 
to take effectual Care, and uſe all due Means to get every Pariſh 


to maintain their own Poor; and to make earneſt Application to 


Sheriffs, ſuſtices of the Peace, Commiſſioners of Supply, and 
Heritors, in their reſpective Bounds, and to the Magiſtrates of 
Burghs, that the Laws againſt Vagrant and ſturdy Beggars be 
put to vigorous Exccution. And the General Aſſembly further 


enjoins Synods, Presbyteries, Kirk-ſcfſh1ons and Miniſters, ſtrict. 
ly to obſerve the 19th Act of Aſſembly 1696, which diſcharges 
them to give Recommendations for Charity to any without their 


own Bounds, and appoints, that Recommendations given withs 
iy 


in their Bounds be or a delinite Time. 


AF 11th of the General Aſſembly 1704. AF againſf 
wt ma with a Recommendation to the Com- 


miſhon thereanent, 


» 
” 


He General Aſſembly, for the more effectual refttainingof 
Profaneneſs and Immorality, and obtaining the exact Exe- 
cution of the Laws againſt them, do hereby recommend to the 


Commiſſion, to be nominate by them, that they 5 — ſome 


of their Number, with the Clerk, to draw up an Abſtract of all 
the Acts of Aſſembly to that purpole, both before and ſince — 
| & 


64 ) | 
late Revolutionz which being reviſed and approven by the Com. 
miſſion, at their quarterly _— in June, may by them be 
ordered to be printed, together with the Abſtract of the Acts ot 
Parliament againſt, Ptofaneneſs, in a ſmall Volume; and each 

Presbytery is hereby enjoined, twice a. Lear at leaſt, at Diet 
appointed in hunc effettum, to read theſe, and to enquire at each 
Miniſter what is done by him for the Execution thereof, and e. 
very Synod is hereby ordained to take a ſtrict Account of Pref. 
byteries their Diligence and Faithfulneſs therein. And the Ge. 
neral Aſlembly hereby likewiſe recommends to all Presbyterics, Þ 
to think ſeriouſly what may be further needful for reſtraining 
of Wickedneſs, and advancing of Piety and the Kingdom of 

Chriſt in the Nation, and ſend in their Qvertures concerning the 
ſame to the next General Aſſembly, who may take thoſe to their 
ſerious Conſideration, and make this their chief and firſt Work, 


AG 1 5th of the General Aſſembly 1706, entituled, A& 
and Recommendation againſt Profaneneſs, and 
for the better executing of the Laws againſt it, 


= "THe General Aſſembly ſeriouſly exhorts all Magiſtrates, Mis 
_— . £4 niſters and others, in their reſpective Capacities, to hold 
_ hand to the Execution of the Laws againft Profaneneſs, accor- 
ding to the 11th Act of the General Aſſembly held in the Year 
_— +1697, and 7th Act of the General Aſſembly anno 1699, made 


_”  thereanent; and particularly, it is hereby recommended to Mini. 
_ 15 rs and Kirk-ſeftons, to apply to the Civil Magiſtrate in that 
Matter, as the Law allows and requires; and upon the inferior 
Magiſtrates Neglect or Refuſal to put the Laws againſt Profane- 
neſs in Execution, that the Kirk-ſeſſion, with the Concurrence 
of their Presbytery, complain to the Government for Redrels, 
according to Law. And laſtly, it is recommended to Presbyre- 
ties to enquire diligently, at their privy Cenſures and parochial 
Fifications how. Miniſters and Kirk-ſeſhons have obeyed this 
Recommendation. F 74 


AG 5th of the General Aſembly, intituled, Act for 
the better Execution of the Laws againſt Pro- 
faneneſs. At Edinburgh, May 8. 1714. 


He General Aſſembly finding, Thar albeit there hath been 
many excellent Acts, both of Parliament and Gnas Aſ- 1 
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General Aſſembly recommends to Miniſters on that Day, to 


ſemblies, made for ſuppreſſing of Immorality and Vice, and that 
the Queen's Majeſty, by her Royal Proclamation, dated the 
18th of Auguſt 1708 Years, hath requ red the punctual Executi- 
on of the good Laws made for Encouragement of Piety and 
Virtue, and puniſhing of Vice and Immorality, and hath ap- 
pointed her ſaid Proclamation to be read from the Pulpits, at 
ſuch Times as ſhall be found needful by the Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods of the Bounds; yet all Manner of Immorality does abound 
through this Nation, to the Diſhonour of God, and the Scan- 
dal of our holy Religion, which threatens us with ſevere Strokes 
and Judgments; do therefore appoint, that her Majeſty's Pro- 
clamation of the Date foreſaid, with the Abbreviate of the Laws 
ſubjoined thereto: As alſo the 13th Act of the General Aſſem- 
bly, Anno 1694, 7th and 1:th Acts of the General Aſſembly 
1697, ind 7th Act of the General Aſſembly Anno 1699, be re- 
printed in a ſmall Volume, and that a Copy thereof be ſent to 
every Pariſh and Kirk-ſeflion, Presbytery and Synod in Scotland, 
and that the ſame be read upon the third Lord's Day of Auguſt 
next to come, before pronouncing of the Bleſſing. And tbe 


__ a Sermon ſuited to the Occaſion, and do ſeriouſly ex- 
ort all the Members of this Church, in their ſeveral Stations 
to do what is required of them by the ſaid Acts. 


HAT 13th of the General Aſſembly, intituled, M +8 
gainſt Popery and Profanity. Edinburgh,” May” 
17. 1715. 9 _ 


He General Aſſembly appoints, That his Majeſty's Procla» 
mation againſt Profanity, as allo the Abbreviate of the 
Laws againſt Immorality, be read from the Pulpits of all the - 
Churches of Scotland, upon the firſt Lord's Day of Auguſt next, 
and renews the fifth Act of the General Aſſembly, Anno 1714s 8 
for the better Execution of the Laws againſt Profaneneſs, and 
alſo the eleventh Act of that ſame General Aſſembly, intituled, 
act for procuring the better Execution of former Acts againſh 
Popery, and for preventing the Growth thereof. "£0 


Remedies (Civil) againſt Profaneneſs. 


* every Congregation make uſe of the ↄth Act of Parlias 7 
ment 1645, at Ferib, 0 een Magiſtrates and Juſtices 
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| 66 ) 
in every Congregation, and of the 8th Act of the ſaid Parlia: 
ment againſt ſwearing, drinking, mocking of Piety, and all o- 
ther Acts of Parliament for reſtraining or puniſhing of Vice, 
particularly for the better reſtraining the Sin of Whoredom ; that 
cach Magiſtrate in every Congregation exact, and make Compt 
to the Seſſion of forty Pounds for each Fornicator and Fornica- 
trix, of one hundred Merks for each one of their Relapſes in 
Fornication, of one hundred Pounds for each Adulterer and A- 
dultereſs, according to the expreſs Acts of Parliament, which 
is to be exacted of theſe that may pay it, and the Diſcretion of 
the Magiſtrate is to modify it according to the Ability or Inabi- 


lity of each Delinquent, 


Eccleſiaſtick Remedies againſt Profaneneſs. 


$10, -r Hat the Remedies which were given at Perth 1645, 
: and are mentioned in J. 10. June 13 A. 1646, 
anent the Sins of Miniſters, be put in Execution, (which Act 
ſee in Miniſters, Act 2.) 2do, That Suſpenſion from the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper be more carefully executed. 3220, 
That Perſons relapſe in Adultery, (or above) quadrulapſe in 
Fornication, (or above) or often guilty of other groſs Scandals, 
excommunicated ſomewhat more ſummarily, nor in an ordi- 
nary Proceſs, (except there be more than ordinary Signs, and 
an eminent Meaſure of Repentance made known to the Seſſion 
aud Presbytery) both for the Heinouſneſs of the Sins, and Con- 
tinuance therein, and for Terror to others, and thoſe not to be 
relaxed from the Sentence of Excommunication, without Evi- 
dence, and undeniable Signs of Repentance. 4, That impar- 
tial proceeding be uled againſt Men of all MWalities for their ſcans 
dalous walking, and in particular for Druntenneſs, Swearingy 
and other ſcandalous Sins; and this is to be tried at the Viſita- 
tion of Kirks. | 


Particular Ecclifiaftick Remedies againſt Profane- 


neſs. 


imo, Hat Miniſters catechize one Day every Week, where- 
® in allo they may baptize, and lecture or preach, and 
that they preach every Lord's Day both before and after Noon, 
. according to the former Acts of General Aſſemblies: That Preſ- 
by teries and Syuods be very careful of this, and that every pro- 
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vincial Book contain an exact Account thereof. 240, That Mi- 
niſters examine all of every Quality, of whoſe Knowledge they 
have no certain Notice. 3:tio, That young Perſons be catechi- 
zed by the Miniſter from the Time they are capable of Inſtru- 


ction, and that they be not delayed till they be of Age to com- 


municate. 4to, That Perſons groſly ignorant be debarred from 
the Communion; that for the firſt and ſecond Time they be de- 
barred, ſuppreſſing their Names; for the third Time, expreſ- 
ſing their Names; for the fourth Time, that they be brought 
to publick Repentance: All which is to be under ſtobd of them 
that profit nothing, and labour not for Knowledge ; but if they 
be profiting in any Meaſure, or labouring that they may profit, 
their Caſe is very conſiderable, they ought to have more For- 
bearance. 


Ecclefraftick Remedies againſt Profaneneſs. 


1mo, 1 ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons be put off, and 
kept off Kirk-ſefſions. 2do, That every Elder have 


a certain Bounds aſſigned to him, that he may viſit the ſame e- 


very Month at leaſt, and report to the Seſſion what Scandals 
and Abuſes arc therein. 3io, That all fcandalous Perſons be 
ſuſpended from the Lord's Supper. 4to, That the Miniſter deal 
in private with them that are ptofeſſing publick Repentance be- 


fore the Elder of the Bound thus to try the Evidence of their q 8 


Repentance. 5to, That thoſe who have fallen in Fornication, 


make publick Profeſſion of their Repentance three ſeveral Sab» 
baths *; who is guilty of Relaple in Fornication, fix Sabhaths i 
rd in Fornication, or hath once fallen 
in Adultery, twenty fix Sabbaths; and theſe Sins to be confeſſed 
both in one Habit, viz. Sackcloth, Quadrulapſe in Fornication, 
and Relapſe in Adultery, three Quarters of a Year; Inceſt or 


who is guilty of Tri 


Murder, a Year, or fifty two Sabbaths, in caſe the Magiſtrate 4 


do not his Duty in puniſhing ſuch Crimes capitally. They that 


fall in Fornication, or Relapſes therein, are firſt ro confeſs their 4 
Sin before the Seſſion, and thereafter before the Congregation. 


They that are guilty of greater Degrees of that Sin, and of the , 


other Sins mentioned in this Article, are to confeſs their Sin 
both before the Seſſion and Presbytcry, there ro ſhow ſome 


Signs of Repentance before they be brought to the Congregati- if 


This Law kept. 
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on. Sto, Some are to be rebuked at the Time of catechiſing, 
who deſerve more nor a private Reproof, and yet needs not be 
brought to publick Repentance. 7mo, It will be a good Re- 
medy againſt Sabbath. breaking, by Carriers and Travellers, that 
the Miniſters, where they dwell, cauſe them to bring Teſtimonials 
from the Place where they reſted on theſe Lord's Days wherein 
they were from home. Sto, That all Perſons, who flit from one 


extended to all Gentlemen, and Perſons of Quality, and their 
Followers, who come to reſide with their Families at Edinburgh, 
or elſewhere; and that the Miniſter, from whom they flit, ad- 
vertiſe the Miniſter to whom they flit, if to his Knowledge they 
be lying under any Scandal. go, That Miniſters be free with 
Þerſons of Quality for Amendment of their Faults, and (if need 


of the Presbytery. 1omo, That Presbyteries take ſpecial Notice of 
Miniſters who do converſe frequently and familiarly with ſcan- 
dalous and profane Perſons, eſpecially ſuch as belong to other 
Pariſhes. 11920, That privy Cenſures of Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods be performed with more Accuracy, Diligence and Zeal. 
Iz mo, For better keeping of the Sabbath, that every Elder take 
Notice of ſuch as are within his Bounds, how they keep the 
Kirk; how the Time is ſpent before, betwixt, and after the 
Time ot publick Worthip. 1470, Frequent Correſpondence be- 
twixt Presbyteries is a good Remedy. 150, That at the Viſi- 
tation of each Congregation the Seſſion-· book be well viſited, 
and, for that Effect, that it be delivered to two or three Bre- 
| thren ſeven or eight Days before the Viſitation, that their Re- 
| = port of it may be in Readineſs againſt the Day of Viſitation. 
Ad, . ;8. Aug. lo. Af. 1648. 
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Pariſh to another, have ſufficient Teſtimonials. This is to be 


ſhall be) that they take thereto the Help of ſome of the Brethren 
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IN DE X. 


Js of Aſſembly anent the Duties of Miniſters, 
Oc. *. 


Oncerning Probationers and ſettling of Miniſters, with Que- 
* ſtions propoſed to, and Engagements to be taken 5 them, 
| age 37» 
Queſtions put to Miniſters at their Ordination, relating to things 
they ſolemnly vow and promiſe, : | 39 
Copy of the Formula, which every Miniſter and Elder does ſign, 
and ſolemnly engage themſelves to, 5 40 
Corruptions in the Office of the Miniſtry, ibid. 
Corruptions in the Perſons and Lives of Miniſters, i 
In their Callings, Remedies of the Enormities and Corruptions of 
Miniſters, | ä 
Duties of Miniſters with reſpect to their Congregations. | 
Concerning catechiſing, and the Worſhip of God ſecret and private 
in their Families. "oof 
Recommendation concerning Family-worſhip, 
Recommendation concerning the Admiſſion to the Lord's Supper, 48 


Recommendation concerning the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 931 
i 


er, 
oy | = 


Concerning Soldiers, 8 
Silence of Miniſters at the Sins of great Perſonages in their Cen- 
gregation, ibid. 
or = punctual Obedience of Miniſters to Appointments of the Aſ- 
embly, | 49 
AF anent Family worſhip, and cenſuring Ruling Elders and Dea- 
cons who neglect the ſame, 4 50 
Aft againſt Profaneneſs, and concerning the Duty of Elders and 
Deacons, ibid. 
Act concerning the Duties and Qualifications of Ruling Elders, 5 
Presbyteries their Duty, to apply to Magiſtrates againſt Vice, 52 
Recommendation and Act concerning Schoolmaſters, &c. ibid. 
Anent Viſuation of Pariſhes, ibid. 


_ 
1 


Act and Recommendation anent Mortifications, and Viſuations f 


Pariſhes. | ibid. 


Act and Recommendation concerning Viſitation of Pariſhes, ans 


alſo miniſterial Viſuation of Families, "I 53 
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: "Aft of General Aſſembly 1724, concerning the ſame, | ibid, 
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Ht of General Aſſembly 1699 againſt the ſame, : f 
AA of General Aſſembly 1705 againſt the ſame, 50 


\ 
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Beggars, 1711. 63 


Act of General Aſſembly 1704 againſt Profaneneſs, with a Re: 


commendation to the Commiſſion thereanent, ibid, 
Act of General Aſſembly 1706 againſt Projaneneſs, and for the 
* better executing of the Laws againſt it, 64 
Act of General Aſſembly 1714, for the better executing of the Laws 
A4 gainſti Profanene{s. ibid. 
Ade, General Aſſembly 1715 againſt Popery and Profanity, 65 
Remedies Civil againſt Profaneneſs, ibid, 
Eccleſiaſtick Remedies againſt Profaneneſs, 66 
Particular Eccleſiaſtick Remedies againſt Profaneneſs, ibid. 
Eecleſiaſtict Remedies againſt Profaneneſs. 67 
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